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SPONGE TO 
THE death-knell of the sponge bat was 'Sounded 

at the January nleeting of the National 
Executive C'ommittee. They were unanimous in 
their .agreement to propose: 

(1) to the I.T.T.F. a standardisation of the 
racket calculated to eliminate sponge and other 
"'freak" materials, (2) to recomm,~nd to the 
Annual Gen,~ral Meeting of the E.T.T.A. measures 
to effect this result so far' as .this country is con­
cerned next season, irrespective of th?' decision of 
the I.T.T.F. 

The way pa'ved by Gloucestershire las!t In(lnth, 
backed up by Y.qrkshire and also a petition of the 
players has thus made itself felt. 

Although the final decision rests with the 
A.G.M., it is pretty certain that sponge is finished. 

Meanwhile, the Welsh Association are also for­
warding proposals to the I.T.T.F., which coupled 
with those of the, E.T.T.A., should help persuade 
the rest of the world to erase sponge. 

However, controversy will no doubt continue 
to rage for a l,ong tinle to come on this vital 
question. 

For the first time in the history of Table Tennis, 
the sport has been recognised in the New Year's 
Honours List. Tre'3Surer Bill Vint has been 
awarded the Order of the British Empire. 

It has been given for his services" to Table 
Tennis. 

In congratulating Bill on his "award players 
everywhere will be quick to see that although one 
man. has been singled out, it is the sport as a 
whole that has been honoured. 

Her Majesty the Queen is of course the Patron 
of the E.T.T.A., as was her father before her. 

Few men have done so much as Bill Vint in 
helping the growth in popularity of Table Tennis, 
and it was indeed a great day for the sport when 
some 26 years ago, as an almost unknown young 
enthusiast from Hastings, he was appointed 
Honorary Trea~urer, a post he still holds. 

Taking over when the finances were in a shaky 

BE BANNED 
position, his tight hold on the pursy strings has 
helped to build up a substantial balance. 

But he has not only been the bookkeeper. On 
the death of Bill Pope in 1951, Bill Vint was 
called to an even more dominant office, that of 
Honorary. Secretary. He married the two jobs 
and did sterling work until handing over the 
secretaryship tq Peter Lowen last year. 

Some concern has been expressed by leading 
officials at recent criticism in Table Tennis. They 
feel that as the official magazine these will be taken 
as the Association's views. 

Such is not the case and all articles express the 
view of the writer without any official endorse­
ment. 

This is not an attempt to suppress criticism. 
Table Tennis is your magazine. Let it be your 
Forum, a place where your views can, within 
reason, be expressed publicly and brought to 
general notice. 

The E.T.T'.A. will welcome criticism.. for it is 
no good merely moaning among yourselves about 
some pet subject and leaving it there. Write to 
Table Tennis and make your points known. 

But don't criticise merely for the sake of it. Do 
try and be constructive. 

A sign of the times is new names in England's 
team for the World Championships in Stockh<;>lm 
in March. Ian Harrison, last year's junior cham­
pion, has been picked for the Swaythling Cup; will 
Jill Rook and Joyce Fielder win places in the 
Corbillon Cup side? The full teams are: 

Swaythling Cup: R. BERGMANN (Middx.), J. 
LEACH (Essex), B. KENNEDY (Yorks.), I. HARRISON 
(Glaus.). JReserves: M. THORNHILL (Middx.), 
B. MERRETT (Glous.). Non-playing captain, G. V. 
BARNA (Middx.). 

Corbillon Cup: A. HAYDON (Warw.), D. ROWE 
(Middx.), J. ROOK (Surrey), J. FIELDER (Kent). 
Reserve: M. FRY (Middx.). Non-playing cap­
tain: T. SEARS (Middx.). 

HARRISON EDWARDS. 



Official Notes
 
Visi* of HungariaQ. Players 

A party of Hungarian players, 
namely Miss E. Koczian, F. Sido, and 
L. Foldi, accompanied by Mrs. Sido, 
arrived in this country on December 
10, 1956, to play various matches in 
aid of the Hungarian Relief Fund 
flpecially arraRged for them whilst 
dwaiting their return to Hungary. The 
ma~ches were held at: ­

December 28. Putney Club, Lon­
don. 

December 29. LeLimington Spa. 
January 1. Totknham Town 

Hall, London. 
January 2. Hastings. 
January 3. Bristol. 
January 4. W. Staffordshire. 
From December 10 to 18, 1956, 

they were entertained at the Ocean 
Hotel, Saltdean, Brighton, by Mr. 
Billy Butlin; whom we thank most 
Sincerely for his .hospitality. Our SIn­
cere thanks are also due to all of our 
members who have made the Hun­
garians stay in this country so plea­
sant and entertaining. 

English Open Championsbips 1957. 
The Entry Forms will be available 

very shortly. Applications should be 
made to the E.T.T.A. office if any 
player wishes to receive one. 

The allocation of tickets for the 
Finals applied for by Leagues is be­
ing dealt with after January 14, 1957. 
Club and individuals may ,now make 
direct application to the E.T.T.A. if 
they failed to approach their League 
in time for the first allocation. 

There are special rates for orders 
of 12 or more tickets (this number 
can be made up of any price) as 
under-

Saturday, April 6, 1957. 
21/- for 17/6d., 15/- for 12/6d., 

10/6d,. for 8/6d., 8/6d. for 
6/6d. 

Friday,	 April 5, 1957. 
15/- for 12/6d.. 12/6d. for 10/6d., 
lO/6d. for 8/6d., 7/6d. for 5/-. 

E.T.l~.A. Representatives. 
For the purpose of nominating and 

el~~ting the Officers of the Associa-
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tion and members of the National 
Executive Committee each County 
Association, League or Loc~l Associa­
tion is entitled to appoint "E.T.T.A. 
Representatives." 

Under Rule 12, it is the responsi­
bility of a County Association, 
League or Loca1 ,A,ssociation to in­
fornl the Hon. General Secretary @f 
the Ass~ciation in writing not later 
than' Jan~lary 31 of the year in which 
the elechl)n takes place, the full name 
and addrt;ss of the appointed Repre­
sentative or Representatives. 

The Dlajority of Associations and 
Leagues have informed the E.T.T.A. 
as to the names of their Representa­
ti ves, but, those who have failed to 
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inform the Associ~tion should do so 
by the last day of this month. 
Official Handbook. 

Copies of the Official Handbook 
for season 1956/57 are on sale at a 
~ost of 2/3d. per copy post free, and 
can be obtained from the E.T.T.A. 
office. 
Books and 'Publications. 

The following publications are also 
'1.vailable from the E.T.T.A. office­

s d. 
Rules of the Game, in car,d­

board, size approx. 21 tin. 
x 14tin. with hangin~ cord 
(suitable for hanging in 
Club rooms) 1 6 

Know the Game - Table 
Tennis 2 3 

Table Tennds-I. Montagu ... 10 0 
Table Tennis Tips-f. Car­

rington I 6 
Modern Table Tennis-J. 

Carrington 7 6 
Table "Tenlnis for All-i. 

Leach 9 6 
Table TennIs My Way-I. 

Leach ... ... ... 2 6 
Table Tennis-L. S.Woollard 2 6 
Table Tennis Quiz-A Brook 1 6 
Rules of the Ganze in Book/­

let Form 4t 
The Twins on Table Tennis 
-D. and R. Rowe ... 8 6 

Official Badges 
A reminder is given that the offi­

cial badge of the Association is 
available for sale and can be obtained 
at 2/3d. or 24/- per dozen from the 
E.T.T.A. office. It is of attra'ctive 
design, affixed to a pin. 

International Contacts. 
We would like to draw 0ur 

affiliated "members' attention to the 
Regulatiofl No. 1 covering Interna­
tional contacts (page 29 of the 
Official Handbook) and in particular 
other Countries' National Open 
Championships The regulation reads 
as follows-

English Players outside England 
1. Players duly affiliated to the 

E.T.T.A. may take part in the 
Open National Championships 
of other Associations only by 
permission of the E.T.T.A. 

We would point out taat the above 
Regulation applies to players taking 
part in the Open Championships of 
the Jlome Countries, i.e., Ireland, 
Scotland and Wales, as well as to 
other Associations in the Interna­
tional Table Tennis Federation. 

Television 
It would be as well to remind 

members once more about the posi­
tion in 'connection with television­
either B.B.C. or Independent. The 
regulation reads as follows:­

"No affiliated player may take part 
in a televised event in connection with 
table tennis, ,unless sanction has first 
been obtained from one of the Officers 
of the Association." 

Registered Players 
In addition to the list of Registered 

Members published on Page 2 of the 
October, 1956 issue, the following 
members have now be,en registered:­

S. R. BASDEN (Kent), MISS C. K. 
BEST (Yorks.), D. C. BURRIDGE 
(Mddx.), L. M. BROMFIELD (Sussex), 
R. E. ETHI'RIDGE (Kent), L. F. LANDRY 
(Mddx.), A. R. MILLER (Surrey), MRS. 
A. PETIIFER (Lanes.), 1\1 ISS D. ROWE 
(~1ddx.), J. P. SHEAD (Sussex), J. H. 
TABi;ENOR (Kent), A. THOMPSON 
(Yorks.), M. THORNHILL (Mddx.). 

Club COlnpetitions 
The total number of Competitions 

now arranged to 1,e run and duly per­
mitted is 94. We are most gratified 
by this response froIn our members. 

It is hoped, howeV(fJ', that more 
Clubs will return the BLUE Card 

-to the E.T.T.A. office, 214, Grand 
Buildings, Trafalgar Square, W.C.2, 
asking permission to stage one, two 
or more Club Competitions. 

The Competitions can take one of 
15 different types, singles and doubles, 
details of which are as follows:­

Men's singles, Men's handicap 
singles, Women's singles, Women's 
handi'cap singles, M ixed ~ingles, 



Mixed handicap singles, Junior 
singles, Junior handicap singles, 
Men's doubles, Men's handicap 
doubles, Women's doubles, Wo/nen's 
handicap doubles, Mixed doubles, 
Mixed handica:p doubles, Extra­
ordinary doubles (two men or two 
wonzenl in partneship competing in 
one event). 
If your Club has not run a Com­

petition then ask your Secr,etary to 
organise one. Alternatively, if your 
Secretary does not know certain of 
the details of how the Competitions 
work then please ask him or her to 
write to the E.T.T.A. office without 
delay. 

Each Competition help:; to ,Qather 
further finance in the y..,rodd Cflam­
pionships travelling Expen:;es Fund. 
which will doubtless be needed when 
our players next have to travel to 
Asia to compete in the World Cham­
pionships. Also, and this is a main 
factor in running the Competitions, 
it gives you and your Club members 
experrience of competitive play in 
your own Club room and .at the same 
time the E.T.T.A. will present to the 
winner(s) of each Singles / Doubles 
Competition, specially designed 
plaque(s) suitably engraved and with 
the E.T.T.A. crest as a centre piece. 

BILL VINT 
O.B.E. 

We take great pleasure in 
reporting the award of the 
O.D.E. to Mr. A. K. Vint, 
Hon8rary Treasurer of the 
Association, in the New 
Year's Honours List pub­
lish~d on the- 1st January, 
1957. 

-----------------------~----

HUNGARIANS
 
WIN
 

"VICTOR BARNA was too big a 
handicap for Barna's team." Thus 

said Victor after his side \l'ere narrowly 
beaten 4-3 by the Hungarian touring 
side at Tottenham on January 2. 

Victor~ luaking his first competitive 
appearance since 1954, Jnst hnth his 
doubles matchcs~ first with Di Rowe 
against Ferenc Sido and Eva !(l1cz;an, 
then with J Ilhnny Leach afainst Sido 
and La~z)o Foldi. 

The match could not have been closer. 
it went to an advantage flua' game in 
the Past event. Sido just beating Leach 
21--15, 11--21, 23--21. 

The highlights were Alan Rhodes' win 
aver Sido, after saving a match point, 
and Michael Thornhill's defeat of Foldi, 
when he fought back from 5-10 down 
in the final game to win 21-18, 14--21, 
21--19. 

Detailed Results (Barna's team first): 
A Rhodes bt F. Sido 12-21, 21--11, 
23-21; lost to L. Foldi 13-21, 19-21. 
M. Thornhill bt Foldi 21-18, 1~·-2I, 
21-19. J. Leach lost to Sido 15-21, 
21-11, 18-21. 

Miss D. Rowe bt Miss E. Koczian 
14-21, 23-21, 21-17. 

G. V. Barna and Le:lC~l lost 10 Sido 
and Foldi 15-21, 17-21. Barna ana 
Miss Rowe lost to Sido and Miss 
Koczian 16-21, 16-21. 

Styled by specialist designers together with Victor Barna and Fred 
I)err~:. 

Tested by chan1pions from all over the world. 
Each garment meets every practical requirement before released to 

the public. 
That's why it's" Once Victor Barna Table Tennis Sports",'ear, always 

Victor Barna Table T,ennis Sportswear," for players the world 
over. 

OUf very latest novelty are royal-blue cushion socks that last longer 
than any sock you ever wore. 

J-Iave you ever seen Barna play? If so. you must have noticed that 
he always plays with swetlet, to get rid of the perspiration on his 
face and to keep the palm of his playing hand dry. Why not 
try the same? 

:M:EN'S \tVEAR \VOl\-IEN'S \VEAR 

Shirt, De Luxe, Royal, Shirt, De Luxe, Royal and 
Ivlaroon, Style 3... 23!(} Maroon, Style A & C 20/6 

Shirt, De Luxe, Royal, Shirt, Popular, Saxe, Royal, 
Maroon, Style 4... 21/6 Maroon, Pink, Bottle, Style A 15/6 

Shirt, Popular, Royal, Skirts, Pleated Cotton, Royal 
Maroon, Navy, Bottle, and Navy 39/6 
Zip 16/6 Cotton Interlock Briefs, Royal 

Shorts, Grey Rayon Flannel, and Navy 5/6 
T IV Button Front 30/- Shorts, Rayon Repp, Grey only 24/6 

FRED PERRY SPORTSWEAR, LTD 
13, Golden Square, W.l. Tel: GER 4600/8222 

LfJOK FOR THE TABLE TENNIS BAT J.V10TIF 

Three 



WOMAN'S VIEW
 

The Swervis Line
 
by ELSIE CARRINGTON 

-THE scene was a Premier Division 
County Match; the time, the 

fourth event, Ladies' Doubles. The 
ladies knocked up, the umpire was 
announced and after a few moments 
asked if the players were ready. They 
were, but as one of them pointed out, 
there was no doubles line. Panic! 
Nobody had any 'chalk and string! 
The M.C. announced that he was 
sorry for the delay, but the table had 
been delivered without a doubles 
line! 

Eventually, a stat,ely procession of 
three officials made its way across 
the hall. One carried a piece of 
chalk; one carried a six inch ruler; 
and one ,carried a broom. The broom 
handle was laid along the centre of 
the table and chalked along but as 
this fell about 15 inches short of the 
net, the six inch ruler then came into 
its own for the finishing touches. We 
could really have done with a T­
square too, as the broom handle was 
warped and the completed doubles 
line had a gentle curve. The Swervis 
Line? 

Di Engaged 
Congratulations to Dianle Rowe on 

her recent engagement to Desmond 
Collin'S, of Gosport. The wedeling is 
expected to take place this year, but 
not before the World Championships. 

* * * 
Onoe again it was left to the ladies 

to provide the n10st entertaining table 
tennis in the Central London Finals. 

The "spong~" and silent men's 

singles events hardly raised a clap. 
Indeed, I think the gum-chewing of 
one of the players produced the most 
noisle. (What a horrible habit it is­
we saw it again in the junior boys' 
final. Maybe it was the same packer?) 

The girIs, however, brought a lot 

RECOGNISE THEM? 

SEE NEXT COLUMN 

of sparkle to the game and I think 
the girls' singles ,event was the best 
of the evening. In this event, She­
lagh Hession, playing in her first open 

I THE BEST TABLE TENNIS TABLES AT ANY 

Tournament 
illustrated ­

PRICE 

tab!~ as 
- £33 125. 

tournalment final ever, beat Jean Har­
rower at deuce in the third game. 

It was g.ood to see Di Rowe back 
to her old form aga.in; she defeated 
Helen Elliot in the semi-final .and 
capped this by beating Ann Haydon 
in the final. 

Lost Car and Title 
It was altogether a bad day for the 

IIaydons. Ann lost her title and her 
father had hilS car stolen. Ann 
had the Ladies' Doubles title 
(which she won with Diane) to con­
'sole her and Adrian's car was re­
cov'ered later by the police-with all 
p,etrol intact! 

* * * 
After the Ladies Singles event in 

the Premier Division County nlatch, 
Essex v Surrey, in which Yvonne 
Baker lost to Jean Head, Yvonne was 
to be seen sitting in a corner hacking 
the sponge off her bat with a bor­
rowed penknife. Many remarked that 
it was the best thing she'd done this 
season! 

* * * 
Baby with a famous mother, 

christened on December 2nd, has 
equally famous god-parents. The 
baby, Martin John; the mothenRosa­
lind (Rowe) Cornett; the god-parents, 
Diane Row~~ and Victor Barna. 

Early But Late 
My tournament card stated that I 

was due to play on Saturday morning 
at 11.45. It also stated that players 
who were not ready to play at the 
time stated would be s'cratched. 

I arrived at the hall at 11 a.m., 
having travelled 5 miles and \-vas re­
quested to hand in my card at the 
door, which I did. Then, having three 
quarters of an hour before I was due 
to play, I 'chatted with a few people 
and was in the throes of changing 
when at 11.20 a voioe announced re­
proachfully over the mike, "we are 
waiting for Mrs. Carrington on Table 
4." Twenty-five minutes before time! 

So what's a poor girl to do? I ar­
rived early so that I \vould have time 
for a chat, a leisurely change, and 
a knock-up, but because I am punc­
tual these are denied me. And I have 
gained nothing by being early. An­
other time I will have that extra half 
hour in bed. 

Answer to Picture Problerll: 
Elsie Carrington a~d Peggy Piper provide 
a variety ·tum. 

flour 

Club Model similar to 
above except it has til 
top - - - - - £21 

Hire Purchase and Rental 
Terms available. 

JOHN G. TOMS 
18 Norbett Road, Arnold, 

Nottingham. Tel.: 268912 



CLEAN UP SCR UFFINESS
 
by TIBBY WEGNOR 

I READ with interest Sam Kirk­
wood's article, "Eight Years 

Later" in the October issue, and 
fully agree wjth ~ll he says. I 
would like to assist him with the 
following article, which I hope 
will not be taken as an advertise­
ment for me as a sportswear 
manufacturer, but as a matter-of­
fact report which, I believe, 
should be of interest. 

I used to be an active sportsman 
many years ago, and played for a 
small football club in Austria. Our 
finances were such that we could not 
afford really first-class equipment and 
sportswear and, when I look back at 
some of my pictures, I must say w~ 

looked like a bunch of hoodlums. 

Theri came the day ~hen we played 
aga~nst the Junior Teams of a First 
League Club and, during the match, 
I could not /help but compare their 
smart turn-out to our own. 

Although I later joined the First 
League club, that first match made 
a lasting impression. It all came 
back to me when, about six years 
ago, I went to see the Wimbledon 
Tennis championships. I was shocked 
to see all these great players dressed 
in all kinds and all shapes of rags 
they could possibly find. 

I made a special survey after this 
on many tenlllis courts, and was 
appalled at the poor turn-out. 

THE SWETLET 
As a result of seeing players at 

Wimbledon bothered by perspiration 
to such an extent that many of thent 
lost important poinrts, if not whole 
matches, I designed the Swetlet. 

When this was placed with one of 
the biggest sports goods manufac­
turers in this country, I made the 
acquaintance of Fred Perry, and went 
to one of the foremost tennis clubs 
in this country to play tennlis with 
him. 

Walking down the stairs of this 
very exclusive club, I again noticed 
that most of these people were 
dressed as if they were doing some 
dirty, unimportant job in the back 
garden. I remarked to Fred that this 
was something that I just couldn't 
unders~and. He answered, " The 

reason for this is two-fold: first of 
all, people don't care; secondly, 
there are only very few firms who 
make sports clothing, and most of 
the sports clothing produced is of a 
very low standard." 

Then and there, Fred Perry decided 
to go into the sports clothing business 
in order to clean up lawn tennis. 

Whoever goes to Wimbledon these 
days will probably admire the first­
class type of shirts and shorts that 
these players are now wearing. This 
applies not only to the male players, 
but also to the female players. I 
believe that Fred and I can claim a 
large share of this improvem,ent. 

What Mr. Sam Kirkwood started 
eight years ago for table tennis, 
w~en he embarked upon a campaign 
to "get rid of table tennis tramps," 
we have done for lawn tennis. 
Following a discussion with Victor 
Barna three years ago, we attempted 
to clean up the " table tennis tramps." 

ORGANISERS HAVE REMEDY 
I have recently been to a few table 

tennis tournaments, and I must say 
that the improvement in the 
appearance of the players is very, 

very slight indeed, and I believe that 
the organisers of tournaments are 
largely to blame. 

There is no need to-day, with all 
the sportswear that is on the market, 
for players to be shabbily dressed. 
The organisers should insist on 
players weamng clean and properly 
fitting clothing. 

It may also help if you, as the 
leading paper in Table Tennis, would 
have a few articles on sports clothing.. 
and if you were to comment on 
certain tournaments at which com­
petitors played in first-class attire. 

POOR FAULITIES 
One has to acknowledge the fact 

that most of the tournaments are 
played in halls where there are hardly 
anything like modern and up-tO-date 
dressing roomsl9 and there are only a 
very few places where players can 
have showers, or even a wash after­
wards. To my mind, this is bad 
organisation, which compares very 
unfavourably wirth tournaments on 
the Continent. 

I believe that a general clean-up 
is most desirable, and th~t nlany 
players will agree. 

JEWISH MEN AND WOMEN PLAYERS
 
REQUIRED FOR 

The Vth MACCABIAH GAMES
 
ViORLD JEWISH SPORTS FESTIVAL 

ISRAEL, Sept. 15th-24th, 1957 

Appl~cation Forms can be obtained from 

THE SECRETARY,
 

357, EUSTON ROAD, LONDON, N.W.l
 

TRIALS TO BE HELD AT VARIOUS
 
CENTRES AT THE END OF MARCH
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come to our club for the return fix­IN LIGH7ER VEIN 
ture. Our Secret 'Weapon is the 

SECRET WEAPONS
 
by MALCOLM HARTLEY 

MY team prefers playing a1t home. tennis balls. We have spent hours 
W,e are just three grovelling on hands and knees, search-ave:rage 

players playing in an average league 
against other ave:age players. But 
experience has taught us to look out 
for above-average handicaps. . 

Every team, we have found, has its 
own Secret Weapon. 

At some clubs, for instance, they 
stoke up the boilers until the ther­
mometer registers 90 deg. The home 
team usually comprises two West In­dians and a Zulu. 

Some go to the other extreme. Their 
standard equipment includes hot water 
bottles. We, the unsuspectipg visitors, 
find there is no heating at all and 
icicles are hanging from the table. 
We freeze to defeat. 

One club played on a ballroom 
floor. I'm not sure whether they had 
spikes in their shoes but the way we 
floundered we might as well have 
been on roller skates. Smarting 
under a heavy defeat we left talking 
angrily about an appeal to the league. 
Then we found that if the appeal 
failed we had to forfeit 7s. 6d. There 
was no appeal. 

\nother Secret Weapon we haVi~ 
met is the home captain's dog. He is 
unleashed at deuoe in the third game, 
gets tangled with our legs and causes a 
nasty fall. Sometimes the poor, dumb 
animal sinks his teeth into our ankle 
for good measure. After that dis­
turbance we haven't a chance. 

At one club the lighting is so bad 
that it is not until we are losing 
0-12 that we realise we have been 
serving to the umpire since the start. 

Mixed Sports 
Then there is the institute with a 

snooker table adjacent to the table 
tennis table. We are just making a 
perfect backhand flick when the butt 
of a ,cue appears in front of the bat. 
There are round curses as the man in 
the cloth cap a:ld clogs goes in off 
black. 

One or two clubs have platforms 
cunningly placed to trap us. As s'oaD 
as we n10ve back to return a smash 
we trip over the platform and twist 
a knee. 

The most potent Se,cret Weapon lve 
have encountered is that of a works 
teant who brought as spectators. six 
of the most beautiful private secre­
taries in the north. They lsat at our 
end of the table and Ishowed a lot of 
shapely leg. When we were losing 0-5 
they left for a dance. Is it a coinci­
dence that w~ drew 5-5? 

The most popular Secret Weapon 
is The Inaccessible Place for table 

ing under chairs, poking under pipes, 
rr:oving massive, heavy bookcases, 
delving behind cupboards, to retrieve 
balls. The most remarkable instance 
was a club with a kind of loft over 
the table. The ball became lodged up 
there and we had to climb 20 ft. up 
a ladder before we could resume the 
game. 

But we trap them all when they 

1- "NORTH 

AFTER th~ World charnpionships at 
Wembley in 1954 the Norwegian 

team stayed on Tyneside for a few 
days and had such an enjoyable time 
that they arranged an annual series of 
matches between the Heros Club. 
Bergen and a Newcastle side. 

The first of these matches was 
played a few weeks ago when a 
Newcastle party went to Bergen to 
compete for the "North Sea Cup" 
presented by the Bergen Shipping 
Lines for annual competition between 
the two teams. 

Newcastle men were unfortunately 
soundly beaten 5-0-possibly due to 
the match taking place shortly after a 
rough crossing-but the women gave 
a far more impressive display, losing 
narrowly at 4-5. 

In the Heros Jubilee Tournament. 
Newcastle gave a much better account 
of themselves. Mrs. Robson won the 

/Jt~: 

piano. It stands just to the right of 
one end of the table and years of 
practice has enabled us to crack fore­
hand drives that bounce straight for 
it. Our opponents, with misguided en­
thusiasm,go for a return and smash 
their hand into the piano. After that 
it's a walk-over. 

Mind you, I am not suggesting 
there is any poor sportsmanship in 
table tennis. After all we have yet 
to come across the Superior Secret 
Weapon, such as The Table on 
Wheels----;or The Cralck in the Floor­
guarante~d to sprain at least six visi­
tors' ankles a season. 

But we still prefer to play at home. 
~ 

SEA '" CUP 
women's singles, S. Lawson and R. 
Patterson reached the semi-finals of 
the men's singles, and H. Dignan and 
A. Morpeth just failed to reach the 
final of the men's doubles. 

IVlr. Robson, one of the party of 
nine, said "We were all living in 
private homes and the hospitality had 
to be experienced to be believed. On 
the last evening the Heros gave us a 
farewell party which lasted until the 
early hours of the morning and later 
when we embarked on the homeward 
journey about 40 people went to th~ 
quay to wave us goodbye." 

The next series of matches will be 
played at Newcastle in either Nov­
ember 1957 or February 1958. 

Let us hope that the H eros will 
receive as much hospitality as the 
Newcastle party and leave with as 
many pleasant memories. 

'\. 

The Newcastle Team: R. Patterson, Miss D. BeU, Mrs. E. Robson, 
Mrs. Y. Patterson, "<t Dignan, A. Morpeth. Front Row: H. Lawson, 

D. Robson, F. Hannay. 
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England Again. Too Strong
 
AL THO UGH Scotland were 

convincingly beaten 8-2 by 
England at Barnehurst on November 
29, they undoubtedly provided the' 
star of the evening in Helen Elliot 
(writes Bryan Cutress). 

She was concerned in both their 
wins, beating Diane Rowe 21-15, 
21-11 in the singles, then partnering 
Helen Houliston to beat Miss Rowe 
and Joyce Fielder 21-14, 19-21, 
21-14 in the women's doubles. 

Complete with a "sandwich" bat, 
Miss Elliot revealed great penetration 
of shot and her powerful forehand 
smashes repeatedly had Miss Rowe 
well beaten~ The scores speak for 
themselves, particularly in that second 
game. 

The best match of the evening how­
ever, was the other women's singles in 
which Joyce Fielder, making her 
senior international debut on her 
41 home" table beat Helen Houliston 
21-15, 21-19. There was never 
much between these two and so well 
did the young Scot fight back that the 
result was in doubt until the last 
point. 

Miss Houliston played a strong 
attacking game throughout, but the 
Kent girl just had the edge with her 

strong back-hand and more subtle 
play. 

More matches like this and table 
tennis would have fewer worries about 
dwindling" gates." 

Unfortunately Scotland men were 
much inferior to their women and 
Johnny Leach, Micky Thornhill and 
young Ian Harrison were never fully 
extended by the Scottish trio of Eddie 
Still, Monty McMillan and Bert Kerr. 

Both Kerr and McMillan might 
have taken a game off Leach and 
Thornhill respectively, but the English 
pair always looked to have matters 
well in hand. 

A special word of praise for 
Harrison, last season's English junior 
Cha11'lpion. He was obviously being 
" blooded" for the future, and came 
through the test with flying colours, 
beating both Still and McMillan 
comfortably. ~\tlany of the Kent 
crowd seeing him for the first time 
went away most impressed. 

What a pity an overlong interval 
spoilt an ~therwise well-organised 
evening. Many people were forced to 
leave before the final match between 
Leach ,and Kerr in order to catch 
their last train. 

Detailed results (England names first): 
J. Leach bt M. McMillan 21-13, 
22--20; bt R. Kerr 21-9, 21~18. M. 
Thornhill bt Kerr 21-12, 22--20; bt 
E. Still 21-15, 21-7. I Harrison bt 
Still 21-14, 21-14; bt McMillan 21-12, 
21-12. 

Miss D. Rowe lost to Miss H. Elliot 
15----'21, 11-21. Miss J. Fielder bt Miss 
H. Houliston 21-15, 21-19. 

Leach and Thornhill bt Kerr and 
.McMillan 21-13, 21-9. 

Miss Rowe and Miss Fie!der ·Iost to 
Miss Elliot and Miss Houliston 14-21, 
21-19, 14-21. 

ENGLAND 10, IRELAND 0 
Results (England names first): R. 

Griffin bt C. D. Senior 21-12, 19-21, 
21-18; bt W. Pappin 21-6, 21-13. B. 
Kennedy bt Pappin 21--8, 21-9; ~t E. 
Allen 21-6, 21-10. R. Hincliffe bt Allen 
21-15, 21-19; bt Senior 21-9., 9--21, 
23-21. Kennedy and Griffin bt Pappin 
and Senior 21-16, 21-11. Miss A. Hay­
don bt Mis'S J. Owens 21-9, 21-11. 
Miss J. Rook bt Miss D. Fearon 21-11, 
22--24, 21--8. Miss Haydon and Miss 
Rook bt Miss Owens and Miss Fearon 
17-21, 21-14, 21-11. 

New ••• Sensation__) • • • Different 
Our entirely new 'Swivel Trophy' will revolutionise Sports prizes. We are inundated with orders from
 
all Sports associations for this new idea. Show it to your committee. Write for our illustrated list
 
showing this entirely different trophy ... at 15/-. 0 Jr prices are the most competitive as we are now
 

manufacturing ourselves.
 
BADGES. We supply the R.A.F., British Railways, and the Olympic Games. Send a sketch for quotation.
 

Embroidered~ metal or plastic.
 

SPONGE 
Sandwich bats-Leach-15/- Adams-14jll. Mikado-13/6
 

Mikado sponge bats~12/6 each. Mikado rubber-l/l0!d. per piece. Green sponge-l/7!d. per piec~.
 
Pimpled Rubber-Slow, Medium, Continental, Top Spin and Fast-lj3 per piece.
 

Bat Recovers-Sponge-5j- Sand wich-9/-. Pimpled-4/6. 

A.n.B.	 International Table Tennis Table-£39 15. O. Club Match -tin. Model-£25 0 
Generous allowance on old table3 always taken in part exchange. 

CLOTHING.	 Official T.T. shirts-l9/6" each. Royal,Maroon, Green and Navy. 
Barna-P~pular shirts-16/6. De luxe-20/6. Grey Rayon Shorts-30j-. 
Long Zip Track Suit tops-28/6. Track Suits, all colours-48/6 

200 Questions and Answers in the Alec Brook <Quiz Book. Facts, rules, everything of interest to the 
. T.T. player-l/- each. 

ALEC BROOK (SPORTS EQUIPMENT) LTD.
 
85 DUKE STREET, GROSVENOR SQUARE, LONDON, W.l 

(nearest tube Bond St.) 

Telephone : MAYFAIR 3113/5775 
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DOUBLE LOSS FOR BIRMINGHAM
 
By ALAN LAKE 

(EVENING DESPATCH T.T. CORRESPONDENT) 

MA,URICE KRISS and Bobby 
Ma~Kay, for many moons the 

mainstays of the Warwickshire	 and 
Birmingham sides, have both decided 
to retire from competitive table 
tennis.. 

Their reasons? Taking Maurice 
first ... "I didn't want to fizzle out," 
says the 32-year-old estate agent who 

_made his debut in the Birmingham 
'senior side at the tender age of 13. 

"I promised myself year,s ago that 
when I began to slip from the top 
grade, I'd retire. I'd no intention of 
becoming a table tennis 'punch 
drunk.' 

"I've finished with competitive play­
ing completely but, a bit later on, I 

BOB MACKAY 

intend to build a games room on to 
my new house and do a little coach­
ing." 

Then Bobby's case ... "I've been 
pestered with leg tr.ouble for a long 
time. I haven't played much during 
the past year yet my leg is swelling 
up again now. 

"I may be able to play the odd 
game for the Central CIub in the 
Birmingham League and perhaps 
coach some of the youngsters, but 
you'll never see the real MacKay 
again,"; says Bobby, whose doubles 
partnership with his sister, Jean, was 
one of the best in the business.. 

So it's farewell to two near-great 
players-Bobby the attacker and 
Maurice the defender. 

Remember the English Opel!	 of 

1950? When Maurice walloped Brian 
Kennedy and .Harry Venner before 
going down to Ftance's "old war­
horse,'~ Michel Haguenauer, in the 
semi-final. 

Yet international honours still 
eluded him though he did get the 
reserve place against France once. 

Bobby, too, nlissed the 'gaBle's 
highest honours, but Richard Berg­
mann on<:e said of him, "He: could 
become England's No.1 oventight if 
only he would keep his impatient 
temperanlent under control." 

Let's wish Bobby and Maurice the 
best of luck with their coaching. 

* * * 
Optician Tommy Farmer has a 

novel way of tes~ing his table tennis­
minded customers' eyes--h~ gives them 
a game in a spare room above his 
shop. Apart from being a useful 
player, Tommy is secretary of Ridge­
mere, the South Birmingham League 
club. MAURICE KRISS 

Where are the
 
Jewish T.T.Players?
 

By LOLliS HOFFMAN	 Trials will be arrranged when the entry 
lis known, and successful candidatesWHAT ha,s happened to all the 
can look forward to a :trip of aroundJewish players in Table Tennis? tW4!') weeks to Israel.Before the war they dominated the 

game, providing at least ten of the 20 The plan is for Britain to send 
best players in the country. three men and three women. 

Such has been the sw;ing of the Looking ba'ck to the talent available 
pendulum, that it is doubtful if there in 1939 we ifind such players are Ernie 
is one Jew anl0fiig the top twen ty Bubley, Hymie Lurie, Leo" Baron, 
today. Benny Cas'6£sky, Harry Rosen, Benny 

Ma'fcus, StaRley Rosenberg, LeslieThis has been my disQovery als I C,ohen, M(9,rry Phillips, and	 Jarckloek around to find players to repre­ Glickrman. What memories they bringsent Bifitain in the International ba.:ck. Between them they appeared inTournament held in conne,ction with many "Open" fina!ls, and also filledthe Fifth 'Maccabiah (World Jewish places in the interna:tional team.Sports Festival) in Israel	 next Bubley and Lurie were in Cairo inSeptember. 1939 as members of the Swaythling 
The game still thfives among the Cup side. ' 

Jewish Youth Clubs, but they do not It was easy in those days to find 
appearr to be producing players of playe:rs for the IMaccabiah.	 The
sufficientw high standald. I 'can only re1sumption of the Games in	 1950
hope that there is hidden talent, still founB Bubley,- Lurie and Caso'fsky
to come to light, and £o.r this purpose ,chos,en for the trip, but in 1953, only 
a series of trials will be he,ld at two players were sent, Ron Baker and
various centres a little later in the Alan She'fwood. 
season. Now the Games are round again, 

Jewish players are therefore re­ with places for a laflger Iteam, but we 
quested to apply for the necessary must find the players. 
entry forms to the Secreta,ry, Let us hope this appeal will show 
Maccabiah Organising Committee, that the game is still alive among the 
357, Euston Road, London, N.W.I. Jewish Fraternity. 
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SAM KIRKWOOD'S World Round Up 

MORE REFUGEES
 
SOMOGYI, one of Hungary's top 

ten players, was, at the time of 
writing, in a refu~e camp in Britain, 
and I understand' is likely to become 
domiciled in this country. 

Never heard of Son10gyi? In the 
1955 World Series at Utrecht he 
reached the quarter-finals of the 
singles, and one of his victin1s was 
the title-holder, Ogimura, whom he 
defeated in three straight. 

Josef Koczian, another top Hun­
garian, also succeeded in escaping 
from Budapest, and the last news of 
him was that he was in the vicinity 
of Frankfurt, Germany., Josef, of 
course, 'ne-eds little introduction. Pos­
sibly his greatest feat was reaching 
the singles final of the Bc-'11bay 
World meeting in 1952, when he S'H:­

cumed to Japan's Satoh. His Si'),'l'f. 
Eva, is touring with other mernoL'3 
of the Hungaria! team . 

Barna's Nieces 
Also numbered amongst the H un­

garian refugees are two little nieces 
of Victor Barna. The girls are in 
London and their {an10us uncle is 
doing all he can to help them. 

Victor, by the way, is 'still hoping 
that he will be able to accept the in­
vitation to go on a three-month 
coaching tour of India to help 
Swaythling and Corbillon players and, 
just as important, promising young­
sters. Pressure of business, however, 
may make it impossible for him to 
go. 

If he cannot find the time for the 
joust abroad, Ivan Andreadis may be 
asked to go in his place. 

* * * 
Prom Sweden comes a report that 

to date 27 nations have entered for 
the World Championships in Stock­
holm next March. 

* * * 
To coin a cliche, some people have 

all the luck. Burmese table tennis 
officials accompanied their country's 
OlYlnpic teanl as official representa­
tives. For the record, and as a matter 
of interest, Burma sent. nine 'competi­
tors-and 11 officials of various sports, 
including T.T.! A nd if that doesn't 
warrant an exclamation mark, I don't 
know what does. 

* * * 
After many years in the interna.. 

tional wilderness, due to the two­
roling-bodies 'set-up in their country 
and through no fault of their own, 
South Africa's coloured players are 
now eligible for the World Series, 

and, of course, official intenlational 
play. 

Although, as repo rted last month, ,. 
the Australian Association nominated 
six men and six girls for the forth­
coming World Series, I hear that only 
two men are travelling to Europe. 
They are Phil Anderson ~'.nd Arden 
Robinson. The tin1e and expense 
involved accounts for the '1on­
appearance of the uther nominees. 
Phil and Arden are scheduled to ar" 
rive in England on January lO. 

Same Team? 
The Aussie Swaythling tealn is 

likely to be the same as that which 
competed in tlle 1955 Utrecht rally. 
namely, the two aforesaid tra'vellers 
pllJ~ Lou Laza. 
. 'rhe Russians have invited an Aus­
trian team to play in ,\10scow in 

LOU LAZA 

mid-February. The Austrians, how­
ever, have let it be known that they 
have a crowded playing programme 
and may be unable fo accept the trip. 

Japanese players may not be the 
only Far East exponents to pay a 
visit to England. Malaya, India, Com­
munist China, Korea and Singapore 
are likely Stockholm contestants and 
several have intimated that they'd like 
to show a racket ·here either before 
or after the Stockholm rally. And 
we, for our part, would be far from 
adverse at entertaining them: 

Final entries for Stockholm, by the 
way, must be received by February 1, 
with the draw taking place on Feb­
ruary 9. Which means that the 
English tean1S will be s~lected any 
day now. 

In the Swiss ranking Urchetti has 
been nalned top m,ain and Jaquet top 
WOlnan. The Swiss Association also 
announce' that Cheseaux Gobriel has 
been suspended from September 7 
until further notice. 

In an international versus Austria, 
Germany's n1en .won 5-2, but her 
girls lost 0-3. Against Sweden, Ger­
Inany's men won 5-0 and the girls 
3-1. Sweden did better· against Den­
mark, her men winning 5-1 and 
\vomen 3-0. 

Corti III 
Corti-Woodcock unfortunately had 

a spell in hospital with heart trouble. 
At the time of writing it was reported 
that he was progressing well. Let's 
hope that by now he is home and 
fully reco vered. 

* * * 
The following "item was published 

in the Daily Express during the Prime 
Minister's holiday in Jamaica. "Sir 
A nthoYf,v lay in a deck-chair and took 
in the he{{dlines . . ." , 

None brought any comment from­
him. Then he noted an item in the 
society column ... "The Prime Minis­
ter of Britain enjoyed a game of ping 
pong . .. ,., 

Sir Anthony rose w~·thout a word, 
strode into Goldeneye, the house 
loaned to him by author Ian Fleming. 
And he was heard to say sharply to 
a police security officer: '... and 
I don't play it, anyway.' 

The reader is at liberty to draw 
his own conclusion from this tropical 
titbit. 

* * * 
Ranking list of the South African 

T.T. Union. MEN: Edwards, Paitaki, 
Riggier, Phitidis, Fry, Wall, Zeidel, 
Morris, WOMEN: Chiat, Wilmot, 
Altshuler, Bass, Rademan, van Jaars­
veld, Mullen, Roberts. 

'fop players of China, as deter­
mined by the Chinese National Cham­
pionships: MEN: Wang Chuan Yao, 
Chiang Yung-ning, Chuang Chia-fu, 
Hu Ping-chuan, Wang !-Isi-tien, .Liang 
Chik-tao, Lin Ching-yuan, Liu Kuo­
chang. WOMEN: Sun Mei-ying, Yeh 
Pei-chun, Chin Ghung-Lui, Chang 
Pao-ti, Yang Chi-wen, Wang Chi. 
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DON'T WASTE SERVICE
 
DO you pay sufficient attention 

to the service? Answer that 
question honestly and I think 
many of you will find you just 
treat the service as a means of 
putting the ball into play. 

At least that has been my impres­
sion after studying various players. 
Generally speaking serving lacks ima­
gination, even among some of the 
best players, who often sacrifice an 
advantage by playing the shot care­
lessly. Yet; in these days of intense 
competition no one can afford to 
throw points away. 

For an example of service used to 
best advantage we have only to tum 
to the Japanese. Played with a fast 
top spin it raflely fails to open up the 
play for their hard attacking game. 

Now, I don't recommend you to 
try to win the point outright with 
service, but I do advise you to use 
services which are most likely to pro­
duce the kind of return you want in 
order to gain the initiative. 

For example, a speedy top spin 
service, or a short heavy backspin 
will invariably produCe a return 
which will enable you to get on the 
attack. On the oth.er hand, a mediurn 
length backspin service, or a slow 
topspin service is likely to entice your 

by JOHNNY LEACH 
opponent to become aggressive with­
out leaving him an easy "kill." 

Don't use the same service all the 
time. This only makes things easy 
for your opponent and is apt to make 
you careless. Develop a variety of 
services by varying the speed, the 
direction and the amount of spin you 
apply. 

Two very important p0ints to re­
member: 

(a) Before serving make sure that 
you are settled and composed, and 
that your opponent is ready. 

(b) !Jon{t serve haphazardly. Think 
before you put the ball into play. 

Your Problem, Too? 
Problem that has been worrying 

several top players is that they are 
unable to reproduce practice form in 
actual match play. Len Adams, the 
Middlesex international, although 
playing with more ~confidence since 
he adopted the "sandwich" bat, tells 
me he has been experiencing this, 
and Surrey's Jackie Head is in a 
similar plight. 

Both put it down to the nervous 
tension which big ,championships 
seem to create. 

,Mild attacks of nerves are not un­
usual, and will normally disappear 

Obtainable from all good sports outfitters, or if any difficulty 

write to: 

The Publicity Manager 
BUKTA STOCKPORT CHESHIRE 
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"through regular match playas the 
season progresses. But sometimes 
nerves get out of hand. Then a 
player begins to get really worried. 

Harry Venner, for several years one 
of our top players, in going through 
this ordeal. He confesses he is going 
through a particularly bad spell of 
nerves. 

Nothing Right 
. Noone pra1ctices harder, and no 
one pays more attention to physical 
fitness than Harry, yet he does not 
seem able to produce his true form 
this season. In an all-out effort to 
stop the bad run he has stepped up 
his practice and training still further, 
but still nothing goes right for him. 

Many players have no doubt ex­
perienced these symptoms. They indi­
cate you :ue over-t~nse, over-anxious 
or over-p layed. 

What then is the answer? In 
Harry's case, I would suggest he is 
suffering from an excess of determina­
tion, causing match-play nerves. In 
his efforts to overcome this he is 
playing too mucp. table tennis. Being 
a top 'class player, however, it is 
possible for Harry to get out of his 
rut by continuing his present match­
play programme. Sooner or later he is 
bound to have a good win which will 
give him the confidence to relax in his 
play once more. This in turn will 
solve his psychological worries and 
his over-anxiety. 

However, my advice to most 
players in a similar plight would be: 
give the game a rest for two or three 
weeks. A break wiU enable you to 
get over your obvious staleness, and 
you will return to the game ftesh, 
keen and free from mental strain, 
which is the only way to play suceess:' 
ful table tennis. 

Relax 
M,eanwhile to overcome nervous­

ness, which causes your playing arm 
and your legs to feel as ,heavy as 
lead, you must force yourself to re­
lax when playing. You can only do 
'this by giving up all ideas of winning 
for a time. Simply try to enjoy the 
game and ~ignore the scores. 

Set yourself the task of playing a 
few tournaments during which you 
treat every ball on its merits, win or 
lose. In this way you can gr.adually 
key yourself up to win points without 
getting over-tense, or over-anxious. 



This ;s Your Life by C. J. MOOR£ 

CHARLIE WHEELER
 
AT the end of last season a short 

note in the Area News section of 
"Table-Tennis" recorded a remark­
able achievement. It stated that 
Charlie Wheeler, of the Marconi Club, 
Chelmsford, had a record which is 

'prob.ably unequalled throughout the 
country-being undefeated in Chelms­
ford League matches since the war, 
having played nearly 450 games. 

The story behind that record-the 
Charlie Wheeler story-will interest 
most table-tennis players. 

Born in Chelmsford in 1912, he 
moved to Scarborough at a very early 

CHARLIE WHEELER 

age and first took up the game at 16. 
The following season, he won a local 
tournament and before moving to 
Brighton in 1935, this promising 
young player had won five open 
tournaments, four Scarborough 
singles titles and several team awards. 

In 1-933 Charlie took the Yorkshire 
title and two years later reaped the 
reward for his success when picked 
for Yorkshire against The Rest, at 
Leeds. 

To Charlie, Brighton was another, 
happy hunting ground, and in 
addition to winning the Sussex title, 
was twice runner-up in the Sussex 
Closed and won over twenty local 
events. 

1937 proved to be the big year in 
Charlie Wheeler's life. Picked for the 
final England trials in London, he beat 
Eric Filby who was famous as both a 
table~tennis and lawn tennis inter­

national. Charlie regards this as his 
best ever performance. 

Like many other sportsmen, Charlie 
was destined to have his career cut 
short at its peak, for the outbreak of 
war saw him in the Ar.my. Posted to 
Nottingham, he found time to win the 
Nottingham Open and while in India 
the former trialist won twelve tourna­
ments. These he says, were small and 
insignificant affairs, but at least they 
served to keep hinl fit. 

The war o-ver, Charlie returned to 
Chelmsford in 1946 and celebrated by 
winning the Essex Closed in the 
following year. The occasion of the 
Essex match with Surrey proved to be 
his final bow in first-class table-tennis. 

But the story was not yet over; 
indeed the most remarkable phase of 
his career was only just beginning. In 
mid-Essex Charlie became Mr. Table,­
Tennis. 

The Chelmsford singles title was his 
property for eight consecutive seasons, 
untH he retired undefeated from the 
competition to let so.meone else have a 
chance of winning. Fourteen other 

Chelmsford titles have fallen to this 
amazing player and since his arrival in 
Essex the for.mer county player has 
taken thirty-seven singles and doubles 
titles. 

During his long career, Charlie has 
won seventy-six championships and 
thirty team awards, not to mention 
being runner-up on eleven occasions. 
This record does not include the minor 
victories in India. 

Wbat does thls veteran, who has 
played wi'th Barna, Leach and Filby, 
think of the sponge bat His views 
are very emphatic. "It should be 

" banned," says Charlie, "as it spoils 
the game for both players and 
spectators." 

This, then, is the Charlie Wheeler 
story. If he had been an actor, he 
would have been called a great 
trouper. He never quite hit the 
heights, but without ~harlie and many 
others like him, table-tennis would 
be much poorer. 

Who knows-that record number of 
unbeaten games ,me;ty reach five­
hundred before he's finished. 

THE NATIONAL CUPS
 
WILMOTT CUP 

Third Round Results 
ZONE 1 (A) 

Leeds 3, Huddersfield 5. 
ZONE 2 (B) 

Manchester 9, Chester 0. 
ZONE 3 (A) 

Coventry 5,- Leicester 2. 
ZONE 3 (B) 

Norwich v Wisbech (Extension). 
ZONE 4 (A) 

Luton v St. Albans (Extension). 
ZONE 4 (B) 

East London 5, Ilford 3. 
ZONE 5 (A) 

South London 0, London Civ. Ser. 5. 
ZONE 5 (B) 

North Mddx. 5, Wembley 4. 

Zone Finals Draw 
(on or before January 20th, 1957) 

ZONE 1 (A) and 1 (B) 
Sheffield v Huddersfield 

ZONE 2 (A) and 2 (B) 
Burnley v Manchester 

ZONE 3 (A) and 3 (B) 
Coventry v Norwich or Wisbech 

ZONE 4 (A) and 4 (B) 
East London v Luton or St. Albans 

ZONE 5 (A) and 5 (B)
 
North Middlesex y' London Civil Service
 

ZONE 6
 
Croydon v Staines 

ZONE 7 
Bognor v Brighton 

ROSE BOWL 
Third Round Results 

ZONE 4 (A) 
Watford 6, St. Albans 2. 

ZONE 5 (A) 
London Banks 0, South London 9. 

ZONE 5 (B) 
East London 6, Wembley 3. 

ZONE 6 (A) 
Croydon 4, Leatherhead 5. 

Z'ONE 6 (B) 
N.W. Kent v Maidstone (Extension). 

Zone Finals O'raw 
(on or before January 20th, 1957 

ZONE 1 (A) and 1 (B)
Leeds v Grimsby 

ZONE 2 
Liverpool v Manchester (already played


Liverpool won 6-3)
 
ZONE 3 (A) and 3 (B)
 

Birmingham v Boston (Biri.nillgham 
walk over 

ZONE 4 (A) and 4 (B)
Ilford v Watford 

ZpNE" '5 (A) and 5 (Bj' 
East London v South London 

ZONE 6 (A) and 6 (B) 
N.W. Kent or Maidstone v Leatherhead 

T"i,/~~n 



SHINING BRASS
 
by KENNETH WHEELER 

DECEMBER 15 was "bairns' 
day" at The Pleasance in 

Edinburgh, and a large gathering 
of table tennis personalities, 
parents and suppo'rters saw a 
gusty "family double" by the 
Brass brothers in the EAGLE 
events, and a champagne-class 
exhibition by Helen Elliot and 
Johnny Leach. 

Twice Eagle Junior chanlpic n of' 
Britain, Ronnie Brass swept to a fur­
ther success in hi~ first vear as a 
Senior, and left the way clear for his 
l1-year-old brother Gary to annex 
the J uni or title. 

The brothers were opposed in the 
finals by players whose talent was at 
least the equal .of their OWO, but in 
both cases their supreme confidence 
gave them the edge. That sanle con­
fidence is going to give them a decided 
advantage when they appear in Lon­
don next month fO'r the Grand Finals. 

AlthJugh eighteen 1110nths older 
than Ronnie Brass, Alan Chalnlers was 
clearly burdened by the responsibility 
of defending the title he WJn last 
year. He was failing to follow­
through with his drives-a sure s:gn 
of "nerves"-and this cost hiln his 
vital points. 

Ronnie, on the other hand, hardly 
made a mistake and, though he COITI-

plains that he is unable to get suffi­
cient match practice at home in 
Glasgow, has still managed to improve 
quite a bit sinc·e we last saw him. 
He won the first game 21 ~11 and 
after trailing 15-10 in the second: 
turned on the heat at the right 
Inament to take the match by 21-18. 

Opposing wee Gary in the under­
thirteen final was l1-year-old Colin 
Hepburn, a very promising, all-round 
stroke player from the Gambit club. 
1.\lOW Gary, a lefi-hander, either 
pushes 0:· hits on the forehand wing, 
and when he hits (which is as often 
as possible) he is usually on target. 
Using this simple, but very effective 
te:hnlque he ran out a surprisingly 
easy winner by 11 and 18. 

It was good to have neafly fifty 
entrants for the girls' events, and one 
had to admire the courage of the 
ten- and eleven-year-olds for "having 
a go" when many of them had only 
a rudimentary knowledge of the galne. 
The illain thing ,»"as that they did 
come along, and this gave Johnny 
Leach the opportunity to give them 
SOUle elementary coach ing and en­
ccuragement fo: the future. 

The best of the girls' matches was 
the Senior Final, in which re,igning 
chaIl1pion Pat Mackenzie defeated 
fonner Girl British Junior champion 
JC:ln Darling, 21-13, 21-15. With 
a little m,ore spirit in her play Pat, 

Helen Elliot (centre) with Scottish winners Pat Mackenzie 
and EHzabeth Huggin~. 
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who is another Gambit club member 
could reach top-class. ' 

In the Junior eveht, red-headed 
Elizabeth Huggins, who was runner­
up last year to Jean Darling 
deservedly qualified for the Londo~ 
Finals. I'll the Edinburgh final she 
beat l1-year-old Eileen Johnston by 
14 and 16. 

The Cardiff w,inners met the Bristol 
winners at Bristol on December 8 
and as a result the four finalists fro~ 
the'. Western Region are Paul' Racey 
(~nstol), I~n Gibson (Cardiff), Susan 
Sharp (Bnstol), and Elizabeth Os­
mond (Cardiff). 

Halt-Trick
 
The eyer-improving Paul Racey,
 

~rom SWIndon, won his third trophy
 
In Eagle Area Championship play
 
after a game of very high standard
 
against little Kerry Cutler from the
 
Rhondda.
 

At the. s!art Cutler did well by
 
'Concentrating on long-range defence
 
with an occasional counter-hit: then
 
he .grew inlpatient and changed his
 
tactIcs to all-out attack which fa.iled
 
to come. off against his steady, a,nd
 
more experienced· opponent. Never­

theless, scores of 13 and 8 against 1him
 
scaf'cely did justice to the Cardiff
 
chaolpion who is definitely one to
 
watch for the future.
 

~.In the ,uneer-thirteen event the irre­

pressible Ian Gibson, making his third
 
(and final) appearance in this age
 
group, packed far too many punches
 
for 12-year-old David Weale the
 
Bristol winner, and the:-e w.as 'never
 
any doubt about the result.
 

Girls Disappointing 
The standard in the girls' events at 

both Bristol and Cardiff was disap­
p:)intingly low, but what the young 
ladi~s lacked in ability they made up 
for In fight and determination. Susan 
Sharp from Weymouth, the former 
unde;--thirteen c ham p ion, came 
through. successfully in her first year 
as a senIor, though she allowed plucky 
Bridget Ashton from Newport to 
make the final much closer than one 
vvould have expected, remembering 
that Bridget is an absolute beginner 
so far as tournament play is con­
cerned. 

After a ding-dong battle Elizabeth 
Osmond from Llanduff beat Jennifer 
Williams to become the new Junior 
I~a:r:npion. 

So, with the Nottingham and Liver­

pool tournaments still to take place,
 



and to provide us with one more 
finalist for each event, here is the 
line-up for the Grand Finals in 
London on February 23 next: ­

BOYS SENIOR: Alan Holden 
(Manchester), Chris. Gosling (South 
London)~ David White (North Lon­
don), William Cox (Birmingham), 
George Livesey (Leeds), Paul Racey 
(Cardiff/Bristol) Ronnie Brass (Edin­
burgh). 

BOYS JUNIOR: David Stanley 
(Manchester), Roger Storer (South 
London), Nigel Ive (North London), 
Derek. Allen (Birmingham), Martin 
Wilson (Leeds), Ian Gibson (Bristolj 
Cardiff), Gary Brass (Edinburgh). 

GIRLS SENIOR: Jean Shallcross 
(Manchester), Mary Shannfln (South 
London), Carol Bagshaw (North Lon­
don), Ann Charman (Birmingham), 
Betty Kinsley (Leeds), Susan Sharp 
(Cardiff/Bristol), Pat Mackenzie 
(Edinburgh). 

GIRLS JU~IOR: L~l1da Gordon 
(t\.lanchester), Paulin~ Martin (South 
London), Hilde Brautigam (North 
London), Janet Roberts (Birming­
ham), Elizabeth HaU (Leeds), Eliza­
be~h Osolond (Bristol/Cardiff), Eliza­
heth Huggins (Edinburgh). 

AR~~A R~~SUl/I'S 

Cardiff (Nov. 24). 
Boys Senior: KERRY CUTLER bt 

Geoffrey Bloomer 21-11, 21-1.2. 
Boys Junior: IAN GIBSON bt Michael 

Rees 21-5, 21-3. 
Girls Senior: BRIDGET ASHTON bt 

Jennifer Woodman 21-11, 21-7. 
Girlf' Junior: ELIZABETH OSMOND bt 

Susan Ashton 21-9, 21-10. 
Bristol (Dec. 8). 
Boys Senior: PAUL RACEY bt David 

Lockwood 21-15, 21-14. 
Boys Junior : DAVID WEALE bt Alan 

Miles 21-7, 21-16. 
Girls Senior: SUSAN SHARP bt 'Susan 

Wheller 21-12, 21-12. 
Girls Junior: JENNIF'ER VVILLtIAMS bt 

Kathleen Mullany' 21-15, 22-20. ' 
Western Region ~"inals (Dec. 8). 
Boys Senior: PAUL RACEY bt Kerry 

Cutler 21-13, 21-8. 
Boys Junior: IAN GIBSON bt David 

Weale 21-10, 21-8. 
Girls Senior SUSAN SHARP bt Bridget 

Ashton 21-15, 21-15. 
Girls Junior: ELIZABETH OSMOND bt 

Jennifer Williams 21-17, 21-9. 
Edinburgh (Dec. 15). 
Boys Senipr: RONNIE BRASS bt Alan 

Chalmers 21-11, 21-18. 
Boys Junior: GARY BRASS bt Colin 

Hepburn 21-11, 21-16. 
Girls Senior: PAT MACKENZIE bt Jean 

Darling 21-13; 21-15. 
Girls Junior: ELIZABETH HUGGINS bt 

Eileen Johnston 21-14, 21-16. 

NEW VARSITY DATE 
Date of the inter-varsity match 

between Oxford and Canlbridge has 
bee'n altered to March 2 at Oxford. 
It was previously arranged fOl" 
February 27. 

Form pointer: London University 
beat Oxford 6-4, and Cambridge 
10-0. 

WHEELCHAIR TABLE
 

TENN·IS
 
by BRYAN (~UTRESS 

/ 

IT is a strange but wonderful fact 
that the majority of those unfor­

tunate people inflicted with terrible 
illnesses or injuries which deprive 
thelll of the use of certain limbs, 
manage to lead as near to a normal 
life as is humanly possible. 

This is particularly in evidence at 
a little place called Lyme Green 
Paraplegic Settlement. 

Few people living outside Cheshire 
will have heard of this home and yet 
here, at any time of the year., can be 
seen the type Qf courage that evokes 
a heartfelt adhtiration: the courage 
of paralysed men seeking, among 
other things, to take part in competi­
tive sports. 

Many have already taught them­
selves a variety of sports ranging front 
leisurely bilUa,rds to... yes, even 
TABLE TENNIS. 

Two ex-servicemen~ Bob Murrell 
and George Swindlehurst, both para­
lysed from the waist downwards and 
confined to wheelchairs, have. shown 
that guts and determination can over­
come any ba·rrier. 

With the aid of John Sutton, Lewis 
Buxton and Melvyn Davies they have 
formed the Lyme Green Table Tennis 
Club and entered the third division 
of the Macclesfield and District 
League. 

These two ,vheelchair specialists 

proved that their displays could not, 
by any BleaDS, be called " ping pong" 
when Lym·e Green met and drew 6-6 
with Liberal Club "E" in their first 
league match. Murrell and " Ginger" 
Swindlehurst showed surprising skill, 
producing som:e powerful forehand 
smashes and backhand flicks to win 
two games each. 

They certainly do not want sym­
pathy from tbeir opponents who 
quickly discover they are not to be 
treated 'lightly. 

One big difficulty for these two 
remarkable players is, of course, the 
retrieving of balls that go off the 
table. Consequently, they often stop 
the ball tha,t is going "dead" with 
their bat. 

This is not strictly according to the 
letter of the law, but the Lib.eral 
Club set a fine example, which it is 
hoped other opponents of Lyme 
Green will follow, by not claiming 
points on these occasions. 

There are Inany clubs who could 
take a lesson /roln LYlne Green not 
Itlerely for their spirit and enthUSiasm 
but fronl their ilnmaculate uniformed 
turn-ollt of red shirt with white 
collars and club badge. It r~ther 
shows Up those players who think. that 
any old rags are good enough for 
league nlatches. 

Fifteen 



Area News:
 
YORKSHIRE NOTES 

YORKSHIRE have been quick to join 
the anti-sponge campaign pioneered 

by Gloucestershire. The feeling against 
sponge, reported in last month's issue, 
crystallised at the December meeting of 
the county association. 

The Y.T.T.A. agreed unanimously to 
support Gloucestershire "in seeking to 
,abolish sponge and other freak bats" 
and they urge the E.T.T.A. "to take 
steps to implement this request immed­
iately." 

The association have thus reaffirmed 
a decision to press for standard rackets 
made by their executive committee at a 
special meeting in October last year. 

Yorkshire also suggest that the 
E.T.T.A. test the feeling of all affiliated 
leagues in the country by a referendum. 

CONSIDER the remarkable case of 
Maurice Simpson. He is a Rother­

ham, sponge-man who is unbeaten in six 
county singles-yet has still to qualify 
for a county badge. 

His story begins in October. He has 
two wins against Durham in the Second 
Division and follows this with another 
"double" against Warwickshire. One 
more Second Division appearance gives 
him a badge. 

But then comes rapid promotion to the 
Premier Division for the match at Glou­
cester. 

\Vhat player would not quail at the 
thoughts of meeting, in only his third 
county match, Aubrey Simons and Bob 
Griffin? Maurice was certainly apprehen­
sive-but at the same time immensely 
determined. And he beat Griffin in two 
straight and scored over Aubrey 21-14 in 
the third. 

Yorkshire's victory over previously un­
beaten Gloucestershire was of consider­
able merit. Who will now give them a 
hand by beating Middlesex? 

Non-playing captain Alan Thompson 
was disappointed to miss his first away 
match for a long time. And Yorkshire 
almost started without Kathy Best, too. 
Baby Christopher was taken ill 48 hours 
before the ,match and Jean Preston was 
asked to stand by. Luckily Christopher 
had no more than a cold so Kathleen 
went south-west, leaving husband Alan 
to look after the ;baby. 
. Kathleen is gradually fighting her way 
back to form. Since losing her first two 
county sets and first four Leeds League 
singles she has not been beaten. 

Petrol rationing is going to hit county 
matches. For the next Second Division 
match Yorkshire travel to Boston to play 
Lincolnshire and unless a very early start 
can he arranged there will be an over­
night stay to pay for. 

Talking about travelling, I3-year-old 
Colin Thomas came 180 miles from his 
home in Llandudni to play in the Hull 
Open. 

There were some interesting results in 
this tournament. Moc;;t encouraging per­
formance was that of our future women 
stars, Betty Kinsley (14) and Lilias Ham­
ilton' (16) who, won the women's doubles 
event. On their way they beat such not-
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able partnerships as Flo Wright and Jean 
Preston, and Mrs. Phyllis Lammin and 
Miss C. Clark (Lincolnshire). 

In the singles-won by Flo Wright­
Lilias rather surprisingly lost to June 
Chadderton (Manchester), whom she beat 
comfortably in last yeards county match. 

Matt Sheader, who won the men's 
title, will be remembered as a Scar­
borough League player who made five 
county appearances. Now he lives as 
Grimsby. 

A new Bradford women's league is 
under way with six teams. Edna Gray, 
one of the keenest of enthusiasts, has 
presented a championship shield. 

Indications at the half-way nlark of the 
inter-league Championships are that sev­
eral titles will be retained. Sheffield, how­
ever, are giving Hudderslielri-champions 
for five years-a hard fight in Division I. 
The pair drew in October, so every set 
will count from. now on. Huddersfield 
"B" have an outside chance, for they, 
too, have dropped only one point. But 
they have still to play the other two 
leaders. 

Hull, relegated last year, are unbea ten 
in Division II with a two-point lead over 
York and Leeds; holders of the youths' 
championship, Ilull again lead the East 
Region table. And Leeds women-cham­
pions eight times since the war-have a' 
good chance of further honoilrs~ 

The battle of the Division I Le~ds 
League leaders ended in a convincing 
8-2 win for Victoria over G.P.O. Phil 
Sla<1din, G .P.O. 's new man from the 
Castleford and Pontefral:t League, beat 
Ken Park to record his side's only 
singles win. 

Three teams top Division I of the 
Bradford League with 18 points from 10 
matches. They are Nomads "A", Metal 
Box "A" and Y.W.C.A. "A". 

Malcolm Hartley 

JACK'S BAG 
Jack Carrington's carrier-bag 

was the talk of the Hull Open. 
Every tinie he went to the table 
he looked as if he was Oil a shop­
ping spree. 

Jack's next move was to see 
what kind of bat his opponent 
was using. Then he delved into 
his bag and chose his weapon. • • 
rubber to play .against rubber, 
sponge against sponge, and so on• 

If Jack's idea is developed I 
foresee the time when players will 
Ibe pausing before every serve and, 
like golfers., deliberatin~ over a 
bag of bats held by a caddy before 
choosing between a No. 5 sponge 
and a sandwich server! 

Seriously, though, it was a plea­
sure to see Jack in action again, 
for it is several years since be 
entered an open tournament in 
Yorksbire. 

He put out two county players 
from Huddersfield-Geoff Bruok 
and Brian Pennington-before he 
succumbed to the sponge of Ray 
Dove in the fifth round. 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE SNIPPETS 
TIHE experiment of playing all Zone 8 

matches in the Wilmott Cup and 
Rose Bowl Competitions on the same 
date and at one venue was largely de­
feated by the withdrawal of Slough, 
Newbury, Reading, Aylesbury and High 
Wycombe. 

Had the criticisms which took place
been brought forward earlier, they could 
probably have been iron out, and the 
experiment made worth-while. 

The chief objection raised was the 
original date and venue (December 29 
at Bristol). Although all the West Coun­
try Leagues offered to play anywhere, no 
effort was made by any other Le,agues 
to find a venue. ' 

It is interesting to note that Plymouth,
who have by far the longest journey, 
wrote "Whatever time we have to play 
in the morning, we shall be there; if 
need be travelling all night. " 

What a contrast to. such as Newbury 
and Reading who are only 80 miles away. 

Glouc.estershire have once again 
flattered to deceive in the County Cham­
pionship. They were all at sea against 
the "spongers' 'of Yorkshire and were 
decisively beaten 7-3. The only player 
to emerge with honour's was Bryan Mer­
rett, who beat Kennedy and Hinchliff, 
and with Simons won the men's doubles. 

The only credit on the home side other 
than this was good staging and organisa­
tion by Les Davis of the Gloucester 
League, with a nice profit of £21. 

By the way, Bryan Merrett, after 
finishing his apprenticeship with the well 
known Wagon Works of Gloucester takes 
his medical on January 2 for his National 
Service. Good luck Bryan, and here's 
hoping you get a posting near home. 

Gloucester must beat Middlesex at 
Bristol on January 12 if they hope to 
remain in the hunt for the Premier Divi­
sion title. The changes for this match 
see Ian Harrison making his debut for 
the county, with Bob Griffin again drop­
ping out in the singles. Shirley Davis 
pairs up with Bob in the Mixed Doubles 
and in the Women's Doubles Molly 
Jones partners Terry Spokes. Merrett 
and Simons complete the team. 

The Bristol Association have!' already 
made preparations for their annual dance 
and presentation of awards. Many well 
known people have accepted invitations, 
among them the Duke and Duchess, of 
Beaufort. 

Efforts of Bristol and Gloucestershire 
to stage the West of England have been 
defeated py that "bogey" petrol ration­
ing. Exeter, who were unable to obtain 
a hall, have had to cry off, and it looks 
as though another tournament will be 
missing this season. ' 

I have been requested to make a 
special announcement for The Rudford 
and Highleadon Table Tennis Club who 
are playing off their tournament in con­
junction with the E.T.T.A. World Cham­
pionships' travelling fund for the ,usual 
plaques. The date, February 14, 1957. 
The club is approximately 4 miles outside 
Gloucester, and runs three teams in the 
Gloucester League. The events are Men's 
Open Singles, Men's Handicap Singles, 
Men's Doubles and Junior Handicap 
Singles. Added attraction is an exhibi­
tion by those Swaythling Cup players 
Aubrey Simons and Bryan Merrett. 

Ivor Eyles. 



DERBY NOTES 
Derbyshire have not yet been troubled 

by the sponge bat mainly because our 
leading players do not use it. The former 
county champion Tony Hunt is a 
"sponger" but he is at present on 
National Service and does not, therefore, 
influence the younger players. 

Sandwich bats, however, are making 
sonie impression. Two Matlock first team 
players are using them and a number 
of Derby players have already changed 
over though some are using two layers 
of pimpled rubber. 

In the county league Derby's first and 
second teams are both undefeated in their 
respective divisions and could well take 
both championships this season. 

Good Recovery 
Our ladies in the Midland League are 

having a poor season having lost 0-10 
to Birmingham and 4-6 to Kiddermin­
ster. In this latter match we did well to 
pull back from 2-5 down to 4-5 before 
losing the vital last match. 

Mrs. Webster had a good match in 
winning both her singles and the 
doubles, in which she was partnered by 
Mrs. Caughey. 

The men's "B" and Intermediate 
teams also lost to Birmingham by 2-8 
and 3-7 respectively. 

Mechanics came near to losing their 
record as the only unbeaten team in the 
First Division w:q.en scraped home 5-4 
against lowly placed Railway ·'seconds". 
The match stood at 4-all and I-all belore 
B.	 Black clinched it. 

Derby chalnpion Ron Hallsworth has "­
suffered two league defeats at the hands 
of A. Flaugh (Railway) and P. White­
han (Mechanics) but his team Y"~vLC A. 
are having a better s:~ason sin('~ bejng 
strengthened by B. Squire, the former 
Sheffield league player. 

Derby championships already under­
way have provided a llulnher of up-sets 
in the early rounds. G. \Vebst:~r, D. 
Black and P. Whitehall, all Derby team 
players have fallen by the wayside in 
the singles, as have the doubles fav­
ourites Hallsworth and Hough. Then a 
new face is assured in the women's final, 
following the defeat of Mrs. Caughey, 
who has appeared in the final with Mrs. 
Webster for several years. Mrs. Webster, 
however, is still going strong in defence 
of her title. 

The County championships are being 
held in Derby early in March. 

Walteil" Ree'Ves 
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~" The Batter Bat ~ 
~ ~ 
~ "¥on cannot eat your cake, and ~ 
~ have it," _ 
~ A saying often sweetly told; ~ 
~ They say of sponge, you cannot ~ 
~ beat it, ~ 
~ Such jammy shots, so iii 

~ de-controlled. § 
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IRISH SCENE 

Practically every Irish table tennis fan 
will remember the" name Vietor Mercer, 
that tall genial Ulsterman, who, until his 
retirement five years ago was Ireland's 
number one player. Well, now I can 
announce that Victor has decided to re­
turn to the game which made him 
famous. 

Mercer has won over 50 caps for Ire­
land and was one of our outstanding 
representatives for many years. His re­
turn must indeed gladden the hearts of 
the lJIster selectors, for he~ was the main­
stay of their teams again~t some really 
strong Leinster sides, and following their 
near defeat in this season's inter-pro­
vincial championship they will be de­
lighted indeed to have his services to call 
upon should he recapture any of his 
former brilliance. ' 

Ireland suffered yet another resounding 
defeat by England at Stoke last month. 
It could not have been averted even had 
O'Prey and Clarkin been available. This 
emphasises the long way that Irish table 
tennis has to travel before it can reach 
tbe English standard. 

We had a glimpse during the last few 
weeks of what world standard is like 
when the star Hungarian trio of Sido, 
Foldi and Eva Kaczian paid us a visit, 
playing a series of exhibitions in aid of 
Hungarian Relief. At the National Sta­
dium they defeated an Irish selection 
comprised of Clarkin, Pappin, Miss 
Owens and Miss Fearon 7-0. The fol­
lowing night they recorded a similar vic­
tory in Belfast against a Northern selec­
tion. 

Highlights of these nights were the 
exhibitions between Sido and Foldi. 
S~do won, but not without a very close 
struggle. He also won a special Invitation 
tournament in Dublin, again defeating 
Foldi in the process. 

It is interesting to record that Sean 
Cla~~~ defeated Foldi in' a later country 
exhIbItIon and that Miss Koczian had 

· wins over both Oarkin and Pappin to 
her credit. 

The Anglesea club scored a notable 
double in the Leinster Team Champion­
ships winning the Men's and Women's 
Division I titles, 

After some reany interesting play at 
.Cork, Tom Seacy and Miss Florrie Daw­
kins emerged with the chief honours in 
the singles. Seacy beat T. Taylor the 
Munster interprovincial in the final and 
Miss Dawkins accounted for her younger 
sister Marcia in the Women's event. This 
was a complete reversal of the recent 
Munster Open form. 

The" Dublin Junior Championships 
provided their usual large entry and A. 
Timmons (Dun Laoghaire) brought off 
a big surprise when winning the men's 
singles, at it had been expected that the 
Malayan student at U.C.D., O. Quadros 
would have captured the title. 

Miss A. Mahony, sister of Leinster 
interprovincial, Don Mahony, won the 
women'8 event. 

The remaining championships decided 
last month was the Leinster Closed, and 
this went to Sean Clarkin who defeated 
Tomrny Taylor in the final. Miss M. 
Phillips was a worthy winner of the 
women's singles. 

Tommy Caffrey of Ballriggan has been 
having a busy time of it recently. He 
recorded some exceptionally fine per­
formances in the recent English Junior 
Championships. He won the under 1.3 ~ 
Boys' event after some hectic tussles and 
later was concerned in the finals 'of three 
other events-the Boys' DOlJbles under 

.13, the junior all-age doubles and the 
under 15 doubles. He was on the losing 
side, but showed up well in each. 

Nor have hiS} activities been confined 
to these champIonships, for at home he 
walked away with the Irish Closed Boys' 
Singles and the Collins (Schoolboy) Cup. 

Caffrey has certainly made quite a 
name for on~ so young, and there is no 
doubt that he is one of the best pros­
pects Ireland has produced for several 
years, as many of OUI' seniors know to 
their cost. 

S. Dignan. 

Our prices have not been increased, despite higher carriage costs. 

A •• BROMFIELD" CHAMPIONSHIP Y-ABLE 
for £36.t5.3 delivered. 

"BROMFIELD" TABLES HAVE ALREADY BEE,N ADOPTED FOR 
3 INTERNATIONAL MATCHES IN ENGLAND THIS SEASON 

STANDARD MODEL £38.14.0. 
DE LUXE MODEL £41.17.0­
(Less 5 % for Cash w-ith Order) 
Deferred terms also available at 
1j- in £ i"nterest only. 
fin. TABLES £23.17.6. 
lin. TABLES £22.19.6. 
Write lor Catalogue, which lists all equipment 

BROMFIELD (SPORTS) LTD. 
80a, HIGH STREET, STEYNING, 
SUSSEX. Tel.: Steyning 2004 
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• JAQUES LEN ADAMS : 

: 'Sandwich' Bat -A-four ply ..... : 
• B·· Sponge ruhber • 
• The 'SANDWICH' bat, pimpled rubber on, top of c·· Pimpled-rubber • 
• sponge, was first used by that well known Inter­
: national player LEN ADAMS. JAQUES developed :
 
• the idea and produced this, the first, sandwich bot, which became a sensation overnight. Gain- ­
: ing in popularity every month, thousands have been sold already. JAQUES again lead in T.T. : 
• bat design. • 
~ . 
• The success of LEN ADAMS bat is shown by the number of imitations. The only genuine • 
• LE.N ADAMS 'sandwich' bat has the name JAQUES stamped on the handle. All good sports ­
•• shops stock them. Price 14/ II incl. P.T. •• . .. .
•' • 
- .
• Here is another winner • 
: AN~N HAYDON SPONGE : 

: (Illustrated left) Made from a sponge of unique : 
• hardness of texture EXCLusfvE to this bat. • 
• PRICE INCL. P.T. 12/10, • 
II IN DOUBLE RUBBER 10/2 INCL. P.T. • 

: Higher production-Lower prices : 
: JAQUES TABLES : 

• Club tournament 1" nom. £45. 10. 0 ••• Lightweight- ("1") • . • .. £24. O. 0 • 
• Prices include P.T. and carriage • 

• JAQUES make fifteell other autographed bats, to suit every taste and style. For complete range of T.T. E.quip- • 

• ment see illustrated Catalogue free from • 

: JOHN JAQUES & SON L TO :
 
: THORNTON HEATH, SURREY :
 

, :c••• BJ •••••••••••• I by JAQUES that's good! •••••••••••••••••~ 
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HERTFORDSHIRE NEWS 

PETROL rationing has taken its toll 
with the withdrawal of Letchworth 

from the County Junior Inter-League 
Championship. One of the richest areas 
for junior talent, they feel that the 
financial strain of using public transport 
would be too great. 

It is hoped Letchworth win be back 
next year for their absence leaves North 
Herts without a representative in the 
Junior Championship. 

Meanwhile West Herts have gained a 
new league in the Bushey Youth who 
registered after the County Executive 
Committee had decided to offer Youth 
league special terms of entry. 

The County junior coaching scheme 
is progressing well and there will be keen 
competition for the three Girls Coaching 
Scholarships under Geoff Harrower at 
Lilleshall over the Easter holidays. 

S1. Albans and Watford are again 
setting a hot pace in the County Senior 
Inter-League Chanlpionship and are the 
only two teams left with a one hundred 
per cent. record. The results last month 
do not show any surprises, but the fact 
emerges, th~t Bill King. of Stevenage, 
has greatly Improved and is knocking at 
the door of the County team. His 
record during the month shows victories 
over County players Alan Smith and R. 
Lothian and a good showing against 
Glen Bebb. 

Congratulations to the Welwyn Garden 
City League who have produced a very 
.nicely laid out Bi-monthly news sheet, 
the "Table Tennis TATLER." It is 
well done and carries full County as 
wen as local news. [hope that other 
leagues will take note and keep the 
players informed by this method. 

Inter-league results: Hertford 4 
Stevenage 6; Watford "B" 3 St. Alban~ 
7; . st. Albans 8, Stevenage' 2; Bishop's 
Stortford 4, Watford "B" 6; Stevenage 4, 
Watford "B" 6. 

Senior Division T'able 
P. W. D. L. F. A. Pts. 

st. Albans 3 3 0 0 25 5 6 
Watford "A" 2 2 0 0 19 1 4 
Watford "B" 3 2 0 1 15 15 4 
Letchworth 2 1 0 1 10 10 2 
Bishop's Stortford 3 1 0 2 14 16 2 
Welwyn Garden City 2 1 0 1 7 13 2 
Stevenage Inter Wks. 4 1 0 3 16 24 2 
Hertford 1001460 
Cheshunt 2 0 0 2 0 20 0 

Dennis H. Williams. 

SUSSEX NOTES 
'11HE Sussex county senior team is very 
hopeful of regaining its place in the 
Premier Division of the National County 
Champ:onships,· from which it was rele­
gated last season. 
, At the time of writing, Sussex are 
standing 3rd in the Second Division 
(South) table. and have beaten Kent II 
by 6-4 and lost to Surrey II by 3-7. 
The latter match could well have gone 
the other way. as four of Sussex's loss~s 
were in the third game. The Sussex No. 
], Peter Shead, was involved in a series 
of marathons, beating M. Maclaren by 
22-24, 21-18. 29-27, but losing to K. 
Sheldon 14-21, 21-19, 19-21. In the 
mixed doubles. partnered by Mrs. Pat 
Shead, he beat J. Gregory and Miss L. 
Witham 24-26, 21-12, 21-19. 

The junior team is having a rough 
time, and has lost all three matches 
played to date. 

One of the most promising is Stephen 
Bubley, nephew of the famous pre-war 
Swaythling Cup player, Ernest Bubley, 
and if young Stephen can reach his 
uncle's standard, his team may well win 
high honours again. 

The Sussex Inter-League Champion­
ship, which has been won by the Bright­
on League since the inception in 1948 
has this season been split into three sec­
tions, men, women and juniors. 

The men's competition was won by 
Brighton, who with Peter Shead, Stan 
Moore, Fred. Gillanl and Ian Alexander 
proved too strong for the opposition. 
They beat Bognor and Chichester 7--:-1 
in the final between the Group winners. 

Quarter-finalists in the Inter-Club 
Championship (Seniors) are Dental 
Board, Eastbourne v. N.A.L.G.O. Bast­
ings; Regency, Brighton v. Polegate 
"Knaves"; County Oak, Crawley v. 
I-Iove "A"; Hove "B" v. Eastbourne 
Y.M.C.A. Alpha. In the junior -competi­
tion, Longleys of Crawley have reached 
the final by beating Hastings Tigers "B" 
by 5-4, and will oppose the winners of 
Hastings Tigers "A" and Shoreham. 

The annual marathon, the SusseA 
Closed Championships, will be held at 
the Corn Exchange, Brighton, on -Feb­
ruary 17th, 19 tables being used. All 
events are played, and this tournament 
is indeed the survival of the fittest. Peter 
':;head will be defending his men's singles 
title, and perhaps his strongest opposi­
tion will be from the greatly improved 
Bryan Leach and George Gladwish. 

Leslie Bromfield 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE NOTES 

LEG injuries helped to put a premature 
. end to the Cambs bid for the 
Wilmott Cup men's national tean1 
competition. 

Both Johri Thurston and John 
Cornwell were forced to withdraw 1'1 om 
the team for this reason and a much­
weakened side were nQt surprisingly 
eliminated 3-5 by Wisbech. 

The Cambs junior champion, Keith 
Chapman, made his initi8.1 appearance 
in this competition, but. although far 
from disgracing himseH, he obviqusly 
found the occasion rather too much for 
him. 

Cambs also fared badly agalnst 
Buckinghamshire whom they met earlier 
in the National County championships 
at Impington. Leo Thompson with his 
sponge bat proved to be the Cambs 
stumbling block, disposing of Ron Nunn 
and John Cornwell in straight games. 

Avis Pauley and Margaret Comwell 
gained a good doubles ·win and part­
nered by her husband, John, Margaret 
was also on the winning side in the 
mixed doubles. 

Incidently, all praise to Avis Pauley. 
who, owing to the indisposition of 
Heather Mitchell, and at very short 
notice. played against Bucks while her 
husband, at equally short notice played 
"mother." getting the children bathed 
and into bed. 

Coaching sessions have been given to 
nearby villages and clubs by lo::al players 
and many young aspirants are making 
good. One name to watch in this 
season's junior section of the Cambs 
Championships will be that of K. C. 
Warren of Reach, who has a useful two 
wing attack. ­

Wesley, New Chesterton, Institute and 
Telephones are having a tussle in 
Division [ for the league honours while 
Shire Hall are struggling at the bottom. 
All the new teams in the league are 
adapting themselves well to conditions. 

Leslie Constable. 

ESSEX NOTES 
JJSS,EX recovered well after losing the 

first two games to beat Surrey 6-4 
in the Premier Division of the County 
Championships at Romford Y.M.C.A. It 
was 'a closely fought match which pro­
duced much entertaining table tennis, 
and deserved a. larger crowd than the 
150 spectators present. 

The match was given excellent pub­
licity by the local Press and wa~ 'XV,,- ~ 
supported by players throughout rr...-c 
county, but it is doubtful whether the 
posters, which were displayed promin­
ently throughout the town, attracted 
mO-re than half-a-dozen splctators from 
the general public. 

On the other ~'lnd nearly a hundred 
turned uI\ at Chelmsford Y.M.C.A. to 
see Essex Juniors draw 5-5 with Suf­
folk. It was the first county match to 
be staged by the Chelmsford League for 
many years and the arrangements were 
excellent. 

Essex S'.:'c'Jllds were beaten 7-2 by 
Surrey in :1 Bernard Crouch Competi­
tion f!13tch. Several games"" went the full 
distance, but the only Essex players to 
win w'~re Ray Dorking and Jean Latty. 

Tlr2 latest model in "fancy" bats is 
designed by Ivor Jones-"sandwich" one 
side and ordinary rubber the other. 
Althongh be failed to win a game 
ag3ir~st Surrey II, it seems to have 
br.ou;~ht him several good wins in Open 
tournaments. 

More Essex Juniors are supporting 
open tournaments than ever before. In 
the Central London Open Shelagh Hes­
s:on defeated Jean Harrower to win the 
Girls' singles and Hugh Molloy was run­
ner-up in the boys' singles. 

Two of the most widely travelled 
juniors are Mickey Hutton and Ann 
Stevens and it is hoped that their keen­
ness will soon be rewar·ded. After her 
display at Croydon against Barbara 
Peisley. Ann's chances in the "Daily 
Mlrror' tournament look particularly 
bright. 
PREMIER DIVISION LEAGUE TABLE 

(as at December 15th) 
P. W. L. D. F. A. P. 

East London 2 2 0 0 17 3 4 
Ilford .. ~.............. 1 1 0 0 9 1 2 
Romford 2 1 0 1 12 8 2 
Walthamstow 2 1 0 1 8 12 2 
Barking 1 0 1 0 5 5 1 
Southend 2 0 1 1 7 13 1 
Chelmsford 2 0 0 2 2 18 0 

Results to date ,: East London 8. South­
e,nd 2; Romford 9, Chelmsford 1; Ilford 9, 
Walthamstow 1; Southend 5, Barking 5; 
Chelmsford 1, East London 9; Walthamstow 
7, Romford 3. . 

Frank Bateman 
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DURHAM NEWS FARE 
ONCE again Durham find themselves 

, pointless at the foot of the Second 
Division (North) in the National County 
Championship, following heavy defeats 
by Northumberland, Yorkshire 11, and 
Warwickshire. 

Keith Holland, of Hartlepools, who 
marked up our sole win against War­
wickshire, is generally agreed Durham's 
No. i, but some people are wondering 
when i8-years-old Peter Tucknutt of 
Sunderland will get his big chance. His 
best performance so far was reaching 
last season's county men's singles semi­
final, with wins over, Alan Carter, Leslie 
Tolchard, and Joe Whittingham, all 
<county players. 

Only a leg injury has prevented, another 
Wearsider, Gordon Lumsden, former 
junior international and 1953 "Daily 
Mirror" boys singles winner, playing in 
the last two matches. Both Lumsden and 
Tucknutt should command regular places 
in next season's team. 

Incidentally Mrs. Holland (formerly 
Olive Thaites) is sadly missed from. the 
county side. She is expecting a happy 
event. 

Durham players did not fare too well 
in the senior events of the Hartlepools 
~·Open" but it was a different story in 
the under 18 singles, where A. Warenzt, 
Durham junior champion, Eddie Taylor 
and Wilf Barker-all from Sunderland­
reached the semi-finals. However, the 
title went to the odd man out, North­
umberland's Jimmy Tirtdale, who beat 
first Warenzt, then Taylor. 

The Northumberland Durham Area 
junior trials saw Taylor, Barker, and Tin­
dale, with another Sunderland lad, Frank 
Johnson, come through from an original 
entry of 20. They will be invited to the 
England junior trials later in the season. 

One of the main upsets of the Dur­
ham Senior League was' the 6-3 defeat 
of Sunderland) the reigning champions, 
by Middlesborough, last year's runners­
up. Middlesbrough however, suffered an 
earlier defeat at the hands of Stockton. 

A.W. 

WESTERN COUNTIES I!ULLETIN 
WESTON are setting the pace in the 

Second Division of the Western 
Counties League with two recent vic­
tories, 8-2 aga-inst West Wilts and 7-3 
against Taunton. 

The match with Taunton provided a 
rare tussle, five of the events going to 
three games. Ray Philpott beat S. Ewens 
narrowly 21-18, 21-16, but lost 12-21, 
21-12, 16-21 to D. Hebden. D. Shipton 
won both his matches, but J. Garland 
and Ewens ran him close. 

Weston were well on top in the 
women's events, Mr. Bull and Miss Fran­
cis winning their singles and the doubles. 

Against West Wilts, Weston did not 
have things all their own way despite 
the 8-2 victory. Six matches went the 
full distance of three games, and gener­
ally it was one of the best matches seen 
for ,a long time. 

Mrs. Bull, revealing brilliant form 
against Miss M. Doonham, and Miss 
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Francis again won their singles matches 
but were beaten in the doubles by Miss 
Doonham and Miss Ford. 

It was good to see G. Philpott playing 
again while home on leave, and he part­
nered R. Philpott for a good doubles 
win over A. Craymer and J. Lindsay at 
21-16, 23-21. 

Lindsay provided West Wilt's only 
other win, beating R. Philpott in the 
singles. 

Grove Motlow 

SUFFOLK NEWSREEL 
T'HE Suffolk Inter-Town League results 

. have- shown no real suprises during 
the first half of the season's programme. 
Match results are as follows: 

Lowestoft 9, Stowmarkct 2; Bury St. 
Edmunds 5, Stowmarket 6; Ipswich 10, 
Bury St. Edmunds l; Lowestoft 6, 
Ipswich 5; Ipswich 1, Lowc'Stoft 10. 
As may be seen from these scores 

Lowestoft and Ipswich are the two 
strongest teams in this competition and, 
bearing in mind that Lowestoft regard 
this league as a nursery, their over­
whelming superiority may easily be 
gaLJged. 

Against Ipswich, however, Lowestoft 
usually strengthen their team without 
calling on more than one of their first 
string players. The Ipswich visit nearly 
spelled disaster for Lowestoft who crept 
home by 6-5. 

In the return at Ipswich a week later 
Lowestoft strengthened their team in L. 
S., J. S. and M. D.-hardly enough to 
warrant the complete rout of Ipswich. 
In fact it was one of these ties which 
gave the home team its only win-Pam 
Garrett taking the L. S. Let us compare 
the following M.S. results in both 
matches. (Lowestoft names first): 

AT LOWESTOFT P. Rudd lost to P. 
Morley 19-21, 16-21; J. Collins lost 
to A. Hawkes 18-21, 21~17, 16-21; 
P. Rudd lost to A. Hawkes 21-10, 
18-21, 15-21. 

AT IPSWICH P. Rudd beat P. Mor­
ley 21-12, 21-16; J. Collins beat A. 
Hawkes 21-6, 21-9; P. Rudd beat A. 
Hawkes 21-16, 25-23. 

What a difference a week can make! 
Same players, with very similar condi­
tions but with the travelling players 
(surely a disadvantage) winning on each 
occasion. This, perhaps, is a perfect illus­
tration of why selectors should not 
choose players on the result of on~ 
match. 

The East Anglian League of Leagues 
is the competition to which Lowestoft 
pays most importance. For the past four 
seasons the "A" team has proved them­
selves Champions of the 1st Division. 
The "B" team also participates in this 
division with more than fair success but 
there is no pandering to the "A" side 
in an effort to help them win the title. 
None of the "B" players consider it 
beyond the team's ability to take the 
title troTn the more polished "A" 
players. 

Altogether Lowestoft has four inter­
town teams, two of which are nursery 
sides: plenty of opportunities for any 
who show promise during their tender 
years. 

MIDDLESEX NOTES 
UNDER this season's nonplaying cap­

tain-Victor Barna-the Middlesex 
team have made a great start to their 
campaign to regain the champion county 
title. It would indeed be a gambler who 
would wager against their chances, The 
only unbeaten team in the Premier Div­
ision Middlesex have already defeated 
bogey team Yorkshire by a 9-1 margin, 
and now boast an average of 24 sets to 
6. 

The second team have not been so 
successful in the Bernard /Crouch Trophy 
Compet:tion, having lost their first two 
matches against Essex and Surrey by 
the s,ame margin of 7-2. In each match, 
however, their opponents were much 
more experienced players. Despite lack 
of years and experience the Middlesex 
boys and girls put up good performances 
and it is intended to continue playing 
our YOUl)g team in this competition. It 
is particularly pleasing to remember that 
it was Bernard Crouch himself who was 
so interested in the progress of young 
people in the game. 

The even younger players, the junior 
team, have been giving a good account 
of themselves in their Division with two 
decisive wins and an exciting draw 
against Kent. The second half of the 
season's programme giv~s meetings with 
Suffolk, Essex and Surrey .and the Mid­
dlesex youngsters have their sights set 
on the top target. 

Middlesex players continue to do well 
individually, and particularly Alan 
Rhodes and Barry Donnelly. 

Alan has won the singles in the South 
of England, Central and Herga tourna­
ments, while Barry has already won two 
junior titles and continues to improve at 
every appearance. 

The Inter League Championships are 
well under way, North Acton ha~ing 
caused surprises in the Premier Division 
by beating both Acton and Staines, and 
later causing a surprise reversing in their 
recent defeat at the hands of Wembley. 

In the Second and Third Divisions 
Barnet and South West Middlesex res­
pectively lead the way, while in the 
Junior Division Willesden "A" already 
look to be a good bet to retain the 
Junior Championship title. 

The Middlesex Closed Tournament 
takes place on 2nd and 3rd February at 
the U1tra Electric Canteen, Western 
Avenue. Entries should be sent to Geoff. 
James not later than January 23rd. 

The Executive have been giving much 
thought to the question of affiliating to 
the County Association and the E.T.T.A., 
the hundreds of youngsters who are 
playing under the auspices of the 
Middlesex County Council Youth Organ­
isation. It is felt that these players should 
be affiliated via their clubs and leagues 
by means of a block fee and the National 
Executive will consider the matter in 
January. 

The action will be of interest to every 
county since what is happening in 
Middlesex is happening in every ot4er 
area. 

Nonnan Reeves 



WELSH CORNER 

WALES is back in the a1oti-sponge 
fight once more! That is the 

news following a recent meeting of 
the Nadonal 1ExecUitive when it was 
decideal that a, p·rop~11 to standardise 
the bat should be put before Congress 
at Stockholm in March. 

In 1954, the Welsh As!socia'tion PDO­
posed ,the banning of sponge at the 
Annual Meeting in London, but the 
English Assooiation led a successful 
move which defeated the propos'ition. 

Again in U!trecht, in the ~oUowing 
year, Wales seoonded a s'imilar motion 
by the Bie,lgians, .but an English pro­
posa!l for a period of s,tudy won the 
day. 

In Tokyo, it was evident that 
no-one was prepared :to make any 
furthe:r concrete proposals, but Welsh 
officials firmly believe that valuable 
'time has been lost, and Ithat the 
iD-creasing use of sponge has beoome 
a s'Oourge that·- must be eradicated 
without further delay. 

I:t is not suggested .in Wales that the 
fall lin specta1tor appeal, appa·rent not 
only in the P.rincipaHty but in Eng­
land, too, is due entirely to sponge. 

Table Tennis, in oommon with 
many other sports, has suffered by 
'televislion and the impact of rbhe high 
oost of living. But it has done 
praotically nothing to fight ·b:a:·ck, and 
at a time when the dynamic play of 
f:ormer yeaIis could re!tf\ieve our 
fortunes, all we can offer, is more and 
more of the unspieotacular and ·often 
uncontroUed p:lay of the" sponge,rs." 

Public Count 
Some players 'claim that we should 

not worry about the 'crowds. This 
could be a solution, if aU affiliated 
pIaye;rs were prepared to pay about 
10/- ea,ch registration fee! But we 
find it diflicullt enough to coHe:ct the 
small dues now asked, and so 
activities whi1ch the players are con­
t'inually asking for must be financed 
by :the public. 

Welsh Open Pos,tponed 
Another decisiion of the National 

Executive, takien afte,r :long and 
serious discussion, was ~o postpone 
the Welsh Open. It was felt that 
petrol rationing would p,revent the 
entry of many playe,rs who had made 
this event such a success, in the past 
and keep away many spe,cta:tors. 

Therefore i,t was decided to hold 
the event later. 

The North Wales and Flint-shire 
Opens have also been postponed. 

The Swansea Op:en was a successful 
affai'r, although women 'IS entry was 
disappointingly small. John Simonson, 
desp'He some long st:ruggles, did well 
to take the men's title, beating 
Newport's Stan Jones lin the semi-final, 
and David House in the Final. House 
had previously beaten Alan Morris. 

Ex-Welsh Champion Stan Jones made 
a good come-back, his :he'Sit perfor­
mance being ito beat Louis Deve1reux, 
whose slow play suiited Jones' present 
stamina. 

Audrey Bates re,tained her ,title, 
beating Betty G,ray in three games in 
the semi-'final, and Shirley Jones by 
straight games in the final. 

Thoma!s and Devereux won 1:he 
doubles from David House and Eddie 
Still, Miss ,Gray and IMiss Jones beat 
Audrey Bates and G;retta Holden, and 
G,lyn Morgan and Shirley Jones beat 
House and Audrey Bates. 

The Junior was an aH-Abergavenny 
affair, in which David Parry beat 
Clive Arkw:ell. 

At Milford Haven, on December 
20th, in a friendly match hurriedly 
arranged by Joe Ackroyd and his 
oolleagues, John Simonson, Alan 
M orris and Shirley Jones lost 9-0 ,to 
the B:ungarians Sido, F'Oldi and Eva 
Koczian. Simonson took a game from 
Foldi and Alan :an;d· Shirley won a 
game in the mixed. 

SCOTLAND SPEAKING 
HEARTENING feature of the inter­

national match against England was 
the victory scored by Helen Elliot against
Diane Rowe. Then her win in the doubles 
with Helen Houliston made the final 
score smaller than it has been in past 
seasons. 

OutstandIng result in the Scottish 
Inter-League Championships to date was 
the 5-4 win over Elgin by which Aber­
deen scraped their way into the third 
round. Elgin came close to glory and' 
only a. one hundred per cent. perform­
mance by Victor Garland saved the 
Aberdonians from a shock defe3.t. 

Makers of the From the 
Official leading Sports 
E.T•T.A. Shirts Outfitters 
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Wembley wore " Umbro " Shirts
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The East of Scotland Open Champion­
ships were again staged in Murrayfield's
spacious but freezing precincts. 

Only eight couples thought fit to enter 
the women's doubles event, presumably 
because of a widespread fear that Misses
Elliot and Houliston would be playing 
together. Miss Elliot, however, was an 
absentee and Miss Houliston in part­
nership with Mrs. Candlin defeated Miss
Black and Miss Dunbar of Dundee in 
an uninspiring final. 

The only unexpected entrant to the 
semi-final stage of the Men's Singles was
Alex Laidlaw, of Edinburgh, who did 
extremely well to stop Bertie Kerr in 
the "Quarters." Garland and Miller wexe 
respectively too good for their oppon­
ents and we had the promise .of an 
interesting final which regrettably did not
materialize. Miller had little difficulty in
taking the title. 

In the Men's Doubles Kerr and Bar­
clay, of Edinburgh, happened to hit 
more drives on the table than off and 
so scored a narrow victory over Ham­
ilton's Braithwait~ and Baxter. 

In a closing word may we ..ask the 
small favour of audibility from umpires
in general and those officiating in the 
final stages in particular. 

FINAI.J RESULTS 
Men's Singles: Miller beat Garland 

21-14, 21-14. 
Men's Doubles: Kerr and Barclay beat 

Braithwaite and Baxter 21-12, 18-21, 
21-12. 

Women's Singles: Miss Houliston beat 
Mrs. Graigen 21-13, 21-17. 

Women's Doubles: Miss Houliston 
and Mrs. Candlin beat Miss Black and 
Miss Dunbar 21-12, 21-15. 

Junior Singles: Barclay beat Farrar 
21-19, 21-9. 

Gordon Walker 



COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIPS ROUND UP by CONRAD JASCHK£ 

MIDDLESEX HEAD FOR TITLE
 
}X)UR cuc:-.:.· ~~ are locked to­

gethc l' ," the top of the 
Premier Di "rision table, with six 
points each, as a result of Decem­
ber's matches. Middlesex, how­
ever, have gone to the top on 
games average', and are well 
placed to recapture the cham­
pionship. 

In the away match against Lan­
cashire, at Bolton, Micky Thornhill 
lost two singles, a very unusual oc­
currence. Non-playing captain Victor 
Barna is not unduly worried, particu-" 
larly as the sparkling form shown by 
Alan Rhodes has added still greater 
strength to the side. 

G loucestershire's lead was short­
lived. They crashed to Yorkshire, at 
Gloucester. Newcomer Maurice Simp­
son was the big success of the ·Yorks. 

team, defeating both Bob Griffin and 
Aubrey Simons. Simpson had been 
playing for the second team, where 
he has a 100% record, and on this 
showing may have displaced Ray.mond 
Dove for the rest of the season. 

Strong m,an of Gloucester was 
Bryan Merrett, who beat Ray Hinch­
liff and Brian Kennedy, and took the 
doubles with Simons. 

Jn these notes, J a/ways try to give 
a boost to good organisation, when­
ever I encounter it. So take a bow, 
Frank Bateman, for a perfectly staged 
show at the Red Triangle Club in 
Ronlford. This compact hall, with 
raised seating and excellent playing 
conditions, provided an ideal venue 
tor the Essex v Surrey thriller. 

Surrey, desperately in ne,ed of 
points, started with a 2~O lead, but 
lost the next three ties. Jean Head 

COUNTY DIARY 
PRElVIIER DIVISION 

January 12	 Cheshire v Surrey, Townley St. Sunday School, Macclesfield 7.15 p.m. 
Yorkshire v Essex, Y.M.C.A., Little Horton Lane, Bradford 5 7 p.m. 
Gloucestershire v Middlesex, Old Boys' Club, Oldfield Road, 

Hotwells, Bristol 7 p.m. 
January 22 Middlesex v Surrey, Municipal Hall, High Road, Tottenbam 7.30 p.m. 
February 2 Middlesex v Cheshire, Ultra Radio Ltd., Western Avenue, 

Park Royal, London, W.3 7 p.m. 
Gloucestershire v Essex, Cheltenham " 7 p.m. 
Lancashire v Surrey, St. Luke's Parish Hall, Blackpool 7 p.m. 
Yorkshire v Kent, EIland Cricket Club Pavilion, EIland, 

Yorkshire 7 p.m. 
SECOND DIVISION (NORTH) 

February 2 Lincolnshire v Yorkshire, The Memorial Hall, Wormgate, 
Boston 7.15 p.m. 

SECOND nIVISION (SOUTH) 
January 12 Kent v Hertfordshire, Maidstone 7 p.m. 

Sussex v Hampshire, Drill Hall, Arch Road, Crawley 7 p.m. 
January 19 Sussex v Berkshire, Edwards Ltd. Canteen, Manor Royal, 

Crawley 7.15 p.m. 
February 2 Hertfordshire v Berkshire, St. Saviour's Hall, Culver Road, 

S. Albans 
SF~COND DIVISION (WEST) 

January 12 Somerset v Glam.organ, St. Peter's Hall, Dorset Street, Lower 
Bristol Road, Bath 7.15 p.m. 

January 18 \Vorcestershire v Staffordshire, Brintons Factory Canteen, 
Kidderminster 7.30 p.m. 

February 2 Staffordshire v Devon 
Somerset v Dorset, Y.l\1.C.A., Bath 7.15 p.m. 

MIDLAND Il)VISION 
January. 12 Derbyshire v Worcestershire, Y.M.C.A., Holywell Cross, 

Chesterfield 7 p.m. 
january 26 Warwickshire v Derbyshire 
li'ebruary 8 Worcestershire v Warwickshire, Bengeworth Club, Evesham 7.30 p.m. 

SOUTHERN IlIVISION 
January 12 Buckinghamshir~ v Wiltshire, Village Hall, Farnham Royal 7 p.m. 

. January 19 Norfolk v Bedfordshire, C.E.Y.M.S. Rooms, Norwich 7 p.m. 
January 18 Hertfordshire- v Cambridgeshire, Hitchin 7 p.m. 
February 2 Wiltshire v Norfolk 

NORTH ~JUNIOR DIVISION 
January 19 Cheshire v Lancashire, Livingstone St. Baths, Birkenhead 3.30 p.m. 
February 2 Lancashtre v Cheshire, Ken Stanley's T.T. Academy, Burnley 7 p.m. 

SOUTH JUNIOR DIVISION 
January 12 Hertfordshire v Sussex, E.A.C. Canteen, New Barnes Avenue, 

St. Albans 7 p.m. 
Essex v Surrey, St. Marks Club. Rosebank Rd., Leyton, E.10 6 p.m. 

January 19 Kent v Suffolk, Rowing Club, Deal 7 p.m. 
January 26 Essex v Middlesex, Cleveland Road School, lIfOI'd 6 p.m. 
February 2 Surrey v Kent, Putney T.T.C., Upper Richmond Road, 

London, S.W.15 3 p.m. 
Suffolk y Sussex. Lads Club, Ipswich 7 p.m. 
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put Surrey	 level by beating Yvonne 
Baker, but	 Bobby Stevens, the idol 
of the crowd, put Essex back on t4e 
winning trail by out-hitting Jackie 
Head, who had caused an early sen­
sation by disposing of Johnny Leach. 
The mixed doubles made it 5-3 to 
Essex, but	 Ken Cra.igie once again 
gave Surrey the chance of a point by 
just getting	 home against Brurnwell. 
However, Leach made no mistake in 
the final tie against Tony Miller. 

FREAK BATS 

If any~thing	 was to be deplored in 
this match, it was the preponderance 

·of '"freak" bats. Sponges and sand­
wiches abounded, and I wonder if it 
was a coincidence that the biggest 
cheers were reserved for Bobby 
Stevens, playing with orthodox 
rubber? 

Anyway, it was hard luck on Ron 
Crayden and his team to· go away 
without a point, after this evenly 
fought struggle. 

Kent have got away fr.om the bot­
tom of tht; table, with a sterling 7-3 
win over Cheshire, at Birkenhead. 
This was another very well staged 
match, though the crowd was [lot as 
large ,as one would have hoped. The 
N.C.C. treasurer Tom Blunn gave the 
Kent party a very warm reception, 
and thoughtfully looked afteT every­
one's needs. What a difference this 
made to our enjoyment of the trip. 

The standard of play belied the 
lowly position of the teams in the 
league table, and it is fair to say that 
only the fact that Kent found their 
top forn1 just at the right time enabled 
them to get the points, and what luck 
there "vas went to the away team. 

FIRST TIME LIMIT 
This match saw the first time limit 

in the CountyChanlpionships this 
season. when Ron Etheridge out­
generalled Cheshire's Arnold Shepherd 
22-2J(T), 11-10 <n. It provided a 
titbit for the table tenn/s connoisseur, 
and the high dramatic i1npact was in­
creased by the first.Jclass handling of 
the cOfnplicated new "time" proce­
dure, by the local umpire. 

Shepherd showed hi,mself a real 
sportsman, completely hiding the dis­
appointment he must have felt at 
lo(;ing after such a titanic struggle, 
and congratulating Etheridge in a 
most hearty manner. 

Derek Schofield was perhaps the 
best all-round player on view, and he 



just got home against Kent's Ray 
Synder-combe and Dennis Whittaker. 
H€ was also on the winning side in 
the men's dQubles. 

Kent, as expected won all the 
women's events. Although Mrs. 

DIVISIONAL TABLES 
(at 31.12.56) 

P. W. L. D. F. A. P. 
P1R.~IER DIVISION : 

Middlesex 3 3 0 o 26 4 6 
Essex 4 3 1 o 27 13 6 
Gloucestershire 4 3 1 o 23 17 6 
Yorkshire 4 3 1 o 23 17 6 
Lancashire 4 1 3 o 14 26 2 
Kent 3 1 2 0 8 22 2 
Surrey 3 0 3 o 11 19 0 
Cheshire 3 0 3 0 8 22 0 

DIV. II (NORTH) : 
Yorkshire ... 2 2 0 o 16 4 4 
Lin60lnshire ... 2 2 0 o 15 5 4 
Warwickshire 3 2 1 o 18 12 4 
Northumberland 3 1 2 o 16 14- 2 
Durham 4 0 4 0 5 35 0 

DIV. II (SOU'rH) 
Surrey 4 4 0 o 29 11 8 
Kent 4 1 1 2 22 18 4 
Berkshire 3 1 1 1 14 16 3 
Hertfordshire 2 1 1 o 10 10 2 
Sussex 2 1 1 0 9 11 2 
Hampshire 3 0 2 1 11 19 1 

-Suffolk 2 0 2 0 5 15 0 
UIV. II (WEST) 

Glamorgan 3 3 0 o 27 3 6 
Devon 3 2 1 o 20 10 4 
Staffordsbire 1 1 0 0 7 3 2 
W orcestershire 2 1 1 o 11 9 2 
Somerset 2 0 2 0 5 15 0 
Dorset 3 0 3 0 o 30 0 

SOUTHERN nIVISION : 
Buckinghamshire .. 3 1 0 2 18 12 4 
Wiltshire 2 1 0 1 12 8 3 
Bedfordshire 2 1 0 1 11 9 3 
Norfolk ... 2 0 0 2 10 10 2 
Hertfordshire 2 0 1 1 9 11 1 
Cornwall 2 0 1 1 8 12 1 
Cambridgeshire 1 0 1 0 2 8 0 

MIDLAND DIVIISION : 
Warwickshire 2 2 0 o 16 4 4 
Staffordshire 3 2 1 o 19 11 4 
Derbyshire 2 1 1 o 11 9 2 
Worcestershire 2 1 1 0 8 12 2 
N orthamptonshire 3 0 3 0 6 24 0 

JUNIOR MIDLAND : 
Northamptonshire . 1 1 0 0 6 3 2 
Staffordshire 1 1 0 0 5 4 2 
Warwickshire 2 0 2 0 7 11 0 

JUNIOR NORTH: 
Yorkshire 1 1 0 0 7 1 2 
Lancashire 1 0 1 0 1 7 0 
Cheshire 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

JUNIOR	 SOUTH : 
Middlesex ... 3 2 0 1 24 6 5 
Suffolk 3 2 0 1 20 10 5 
Surrey 3 2 1 o 19 11 4 
Essex 2 1 0 1 15 5 3 
Kent 2 1 0 1 15 5 3 
Hertfordshire 3 0 3 0 4- 26 0 
Sussex 4 0 4 0 3 37 0 

WEST END Table Tennis 
at 

EMPIRE BILLIARDS 
adults only 

special concessions to 
Clubs, etc. 

Frith Street Entrance 
87/89 Shaftesbury Av., 

W.l 

Beadle was absent through illness, 
young Linda Selway, in her first pre­
mier match, proved a first-clasi 
substitute. Joyce P,ielder had a fairly 
easy time, despite good performances 
by all three Cheshire girls, of whom 
Miss M. Young showed promise on 
her debut. 

It looks like Cheshire are booked 
for relegation, with Kent, Lancashire, 
and, yeis, Surrey, in danger of accom­
panying them. 

In Div. II (West), Glamorgan 
should have ensured themselves a 
place in the promotion play-off~ fol­
lowing their 8-2 win over Devon. 

Son1erset have become the first 
victims of the new rule penalising 
counties who field l1nregistered 
players. In their lnatch against'Staf­
fordshire, G. Woodford won two ties 
for thenl, but was later found to be 
absent fro111 the Somerset ranking 
list. This meant that his two wins 
were awarded to Staffs, and a 5-5 
draw transforJl1ed into a 7-3 win for 
Staffs. Hard luck Somerset, now still 
looking for their first point. 

In Div. III (South), the champion­
ships issue can be regarded as prac­
tically settled in Surrey's favour. 
Kent have jumped into second place 
with a win over Suffolk. who are still 
wi thout points. ' 

Kent's second team player's are now 
wonderiilg if they would become eli­
gible for promotion if the'y finish 
second, and the first team is relegated 
from the premier division! 

DETAILED 
PR}~MIER ))IVISION 

Gloucestershire 3, Yor)ishire 7 
R. Griffin lost .M:. Simpson -19, -16, 

lost R. Hinchliff -9, -17. B. Merrett beat 
Hinchliff -19, 16, 10, beat B. Kennedy 
-15, 19, 17. A. Simons lost Kennedy -9, 
-15, lost Simpson -17, 16, -14. 

Merrett and Simons beat Hinchliff and 
Simpson 14, 14. 

Miss S. Davis lost Miss C. K. Best -17, 
18, -18. 

Miss J. Collier and. Mrs. E. Spokes lost 
Miss Best and Miss' F. Wright -9, 14, 
-18.­

R. Morley and Mrs. Spokes lost Kennedy 
and Miss Wright --18, -10. 

Cheshire 3, Rent 7 
E. Johnson lost D. '¥hittaker -14, -12, 

lost R. Etheridge -19, -20. A. Shepherd 
lod Etheridge 21,-22 (T), 10-11 (T), 
lost R. Syndercombe -14, -18. D. 
Schofield beat Syndercombe 18, -12, 17, 
beat Whittaker 8, -17, 19. 

Johnson and Schofield beat Etheridge and 
Whittaker -15, 14, 19. 

Miss 1. Bown lost Miss J. Fielder -15, 
-11. 

Miss E. Grimstone and Miss M. Young. 
lOSt Miss Fielder and Miss L. Selway 
-17, -20. 

Shepherd and Misfi Bown lost Synder­
combe and Miss Selway 19, -15, -18. 

F~ssex 6. Surrey 4 
R. Stevens lost K. Craigie -18, -16, 

beat J. Head 16, 16. J. Leach lost Head 
-14, -16, beat A. Miller 19, 12. B. 
Brumwell beat Miller 18, -15, 19, lost 
Crai-gie -14, 21, -17. 

Brumwell and Stevens beat Head and 
Miller 21, 13. 

Actually, Kent's position here flat­
ters them as they have played extra 
matches. Sussex and Hertfordshire 
should make a strong challenge, while 
Berkshire are playing better this 
season than in the past. 

There have been no matches in the 
Midland Division, but in the Southern 
Division the issue becomes more com­
plicated with every match that is 
played. 

Yet another draw, this time be­
tween Bucks and Norfolk, means that 
four out of seven matches in this divi­
sion have been drawn. 

INTERESTING POSITION 
The Northants. and Staffs, Inatch 

will have decided the Midland Junior 
division by the time these notes ap­
pear, but in the Junior North only 
one match has been 'played so far. 

The Junior South division presents 
a very interestilllg situation, and at the 
risk of being accused of partiality, I 
think that leaders Middlesex have 
most to fear from Kent, now joint 
fOl:lrth. These two sides drew early 
on, and their all-round strength 
should see them triumph over Suffolk 
and Essex, despite the individual 
bri lliance of Peter Cole and Shelagh 
Hession respectively. 

To show their strength, Middlesex 
have so far been unable to find a 
place for Chris Gosling, while Kent 
rank new Middlesex Open bo)"s' 
chanlpion Dou~las Bloy at No.4. 

RESULTS 
Miss Y. Baker lost Mrs. J. Head -20, 

18, -15. 
Miss Baker and Mrs. E. Carrington beat 

Mrs. Head and Miss M. Piper -11, 17, 19. 
Leach and Mrs. Carrington beat Craigie 

and Miss J. Rook 9, 22. 

I...ancashire 3. Middlesex 7
 
Detailed scores not available.
 

DIVISION II (NORTH)
 
Durham 1. Warwickshire 9.
 

HIVISION II (SOUTH)
 
Suffolk 2, Kent 8.
 
Hertfordshire 6, Hampshire 4.
 

nIVISION :1.1 (lV~ST)
 

Glamor~an 8, Devun 2.
 
Staffordshill'e 7, Somerset 3.
 
Horset 0, Worcest;ershire ] o.
 

sou'rHERN DIVISIOS
 
Bedfordshire 6, Hertfordsbire 4.
 
Norfolk 5, Buckillghamshire 5.
 

.JUNIOR SOUTH
 
Middlesex 9. Hertfordshir~~ 1.
 
F~ssex 5. Suffolk 5.
 
Sussex O. Kent 10.
 

HARRY .VENNER 
England and Surrey 

Coaching and Exhibitions arranged 

EnQIliric5 66 TAVISTOCK CRESCENT.
 
MITCHAM. SURREY.
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• • • And Now For Stockholm
 
by CHARLES E. DAVIES 

With the World Table Tennis 
Chanlpionships not too far away 
table tennis enthusiasts are perhaps 
toying with the idea of making the 
trip to Stockholm. 

To many the thought of actually 
playing in the world tournament is 
but a blissful pipe-dream. I made my 
dream come true in 1955 when the 
,championships were held in Utrecht, 
Holland. My experiences may prove 
"helpful to those who have decided to 
go to Stockholm and perhaps stim­
ulating to those as yet undecided. 

A friend and I completed the 
-entrance formalities with the assist­
ance of the E.T.T.A. and their able 
.administrative secretary ~1rs. Kathleen 
Pegg. We qualified for entry by 
:possessing the necessary 10/- entrance 
fee, and limitless cheek. We required 
also of course funds necessary to get 
to Utrecht and subsist there for ten 

..days. 
The total cost of our trip was 

approximately £35 each. This covered 
the luxury of a return air trip and the 
comparative frugality of ten days at a 
Youth Hostel. 

Two friends accompanied us in a 
"Don-playing capacity. Non-playing 

because originally they thought we 
had little chance of having our entries 
accepted. 

We as players enjoyed many 
privileges. These included free bus 
rides to the playing arena, free entry 
for the duration of the championships 
and a free daily supply of chewing 
gum. 

Our less forceful friends were 
somewhat peeved at all this and were 
truly annoyed when we introduced 
them. to our Dutch friends as our 
manager and trainer. Much to their 
chagrin also we were besieged by boy 
and girl autograph hunters, who not 
knowing one player from the next 

, were highly deli,<shted with their 
captures. And after all were not our 
names in the official programme listed 
under the grand but misleading 
-heading "Competing Countries and 
Their Players." Thus the list read­
England,-Bergmann, Kennedy, Leach 
etc., etc., Davies, Dolan, etc., etc. 

As players we mingled freely with 
the stars, and even on occ'lsion 
practised with them-that is if you 
class the Danish Corbillon Cup Girls 
as stars! 

We had occasion to visit a Kapper­
Dutch for barber. His English was 
unusually linzited, but he knew all the 
top names of the English sporting 
world-Billy Wright, Den/s Compton, 
etc. When we explained why we were 
in Utrecht he asked us for our auto­
graphs and took careful note of our 
names. No doubt further English 
visitors to his establishment are some­
what mystified to hear the names of 
Davies and Dolan bracketed with 
Wright, Compton and Co. 

The championship results are now 
history and of little news value, but 
for the record here are details of my 
performance. In the qualifying 
rounds I had a first round victory, a 
second round walk-over and a third 
round defeat. In the consolation 
singles I also reached the third round 
with a first round bye, a second round 
bye and a third round good-bye. 

But results apart, the thrill of rub­
bing shoulders with the table-tennis 
greats, the glamour of the big sporting 
occasion and the wonderful hospitality 
of the Dutch people added up to an 
unforgetable experience, the memory 
of which prompts my title . . . And 
Now for Stockholm? 

BAT OF THE FUTURE 

ANSWER TO ALL SPONGE "~IANTIDOTE TO SPIN 

THE JOHNNY LEACH
 
"TWO - IN - ONE"
 

SANDWICH BAT
 
Made from a special imported sponge and pimpled
 

rubber which gives
 

SPEED SPI N CONTROL
 

LIGHT IN WEIGHT, MADE IN RED 

\ BLUE, GREEN and BROWN COLOURS 

EVERY BAT HAS THE FAMOUS 

'JOHNNY LEACH' GRIP AND WILL 

NOW BE USED BY THIS WELL· 

KNOWN PLAYER 

I,."--------------_. 
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THE BAT FOR WHICH NO 

ADJUSTMENT OF STROKES OR 

TIMING IS NECESSARY 

s. W. HANCOCK Ltd. 
119 The Chase, Clapham, London, S.W.4 

PRICE 

15/­
EACH 



FIXTURE ENGAGEMENTS
 
In the Open Tournaments below, events shown in the column are additional to M.S., W.S., M.D., W.D., and X.D., 
in every case. The closing date for entries is shown in brackets after the title, Suitable entries are inserted in this diary 

without charge but all organisers should send information to The Editor at the earliest date possible. 

Dote	 Details and Venue 

Jan. 19	 WALES v. ENGLAND (Mixed Seniors) 
19	 South Yorkshire Open (Jan. 11) 

Somme Barracks, Glossop Road, Sheffield 10. 
20	 Southampton Open (Jan. 6) 

Royal Pier Pavilion, Southampton. 
25-26 Irish Open
 

Belfast.
 
26-27	 Kent Open (Jan. 5) 

Marine Gardens Pavilion, Folkestone. 
26	 Lancashire Open 

De Havilland Works Canteen, Lostock, 
Bolton. 

Feb. 1-2	 West of Scotland (Jan. 14) 
Palace of Arts, 
Bellahoustown Park, Glasgow. 

1-2 Midland Open
 
Friends' Institute
 
220, Moseley Road,
 
Birmingham, 12.
 

4-9	 South Londoll- Open (Jan. 19) 
Grange Road' Baths, 
Orange Road, Bermonsey, S.E.1. 

9	 Pontefract Open (Jan. 28) 
Town Hall 
Pontefract. 

9-10 Belgium Open 
.11-16	 Surrey Open (Jan. 26)
 

Public Baths,
 
London Road, Mitcham.
 

16-17	 French Open
 
Rouen.
 

17	 Sussex "Closed,"
 
Corn Exch,ange, Brighton.
 

23	 Eagle/Girl National Junior Tournament Finals 
Friends' Meeting House, 
Easton, London. 

23-24'	 Swiss Open 
Feb. 23-	 West Middlesex Open (Feb. 9) 
Mar. 2	 West Ealing Club,
 

Mervyn Road,
 
Ealing, W.l3.
 

Mar. 2-3	 German Open 
7-15 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS
 

Stockholm.
 
16	 Grims!by Open 

Pier Pavilion and Town Hall, 
Cleethorpes. 

25-30	 Essex Open
 
Hydro ,Hall, Y.M.C.,A.,
 
Plaistow, London, E.13.
 

April 2-6	 ENGLISH OPEN
 
,Manor Pla:ce Ba!ths,
 
,London, lE.17, and
 
Empire Pool,
 
Wembley, Middlesex.
 

Extra Even't8 

B.S. 

B.~. 

J.X.S. 

B.S. 
O.S. 

J.S. 

B.S. 
G.S. 
B.D. 
V.S. 
B.S. 
G.S. 

Y.X.S. 
V.S. 

J.S.B. 
J.S.G. 

J.S.B. 
J.S.G. 

Y.S.(B) 
Y.S.(G) 

B.S. 

B.S. 
O.S. 

OrgamM'n{} Secreta.", 

Mr. R. D. Renshaw, 7, Luna Croft, 
Gleadless, Sheffield, 12. 
Mr. b.,Sheppard, 721, Portswood Road, 
Portswood, Southampton. 

Mr. F. Betts, 88, Surrenden Road. 
F olkestone. 

G. Brown, 2 up, 126, Adamswell Street, 
Springburn, Glasgow, N.t. 

Mr. M. Goldstein, 415, Moseley Road, 
FJirmingham, 12. 

Mrs. E. O. Johnston, 141, Ingram Road, 
Thornton Heath, Surrey. 

Mr. E. B. Crofts, 2, Ashwood Villas, 
Banks Avenue, Pontefract. 

Mr. C. T. Dean, 67, Osmond Gardens, 
Wallington, Surrey. 

Mr. and Mrs. S. A. Riddick, 29, Thorney 
Hedge Road, Chiswick, W.4. 

Mr. J. Browne, 245, Yarborough Road, 
Grimsby. 

Mr. H. Walker, 80, Dereham Gardens, 
U pminster, Essex. 

Secretary, E.T.T.A., 214 Grand Buildings, 
Trafalgar Square, London, W.C.2. 
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HULL " OPEN " 
AN in<'ividual entry of 207 taxed the resources of the 

orgal1ising committee to the utmost in the Hull 
.:, Open" on December 1, but eventually all wa, completed 
without any departure from the" matey ., atmosphere ff)r 
which this long-established tournament is noted up 
North. 

Conditions were very satisfactory, dressing rooms 
spacious and warm, refreshments ready and reasonable. 
Only two complaints. The first nobody can help; the 
last train leaves at 9.15 p.nl. But almost every player 
could have done something more to relieve the second 
complaint-shortage of umpires. 

The few regular County Umpires canna! he expected 
to show 'up -for every match of every tournaJnent, and 
scores of table hours were lost because no-one stepped 
into the' breach. 

All honour to those who did their stint-and more­
but in future surely organisers must be p'ermitted to 
detail the losers to serve their turn autonlatically. 

IncidentallY, at about 6.30 p.lli. when son1e 100 youn,~ 
fellows were sitting around watching, an appeal was made 
for volunteers to help clear the tables from part of the 
hall. Immediately TWO men stepped forwarli. They 
were both members of tne Tournament COlnmittee who 
had been grinding away since the crack of dawn without 
the pleasure of playing on those tables. f 

The tournament produced a whole crop of new 
champions with M. Sheader taking the lion's share by 
winning the men's singles and the doubles with P. 
Skerratt, who was the losing singles finalist. Flo Wright 
won the women's singles, while Miss P. Ingleson 

LOOSEN UP
 
THOSE MUSCLES! 
Give Yourself 

EXTRA 0 

Speed, Agility
 
E.ndurance·
 

Add extra suppleness, agility and endurance to your 
Muscles by using ELLIMAN ATHLETIC RUB-tht­
wonderful preparation made especially for all who 
indulge in Sports and Athletics by the famous firm of 
ELLIMAN'S. Regular massage with ELLIMAN 
ATHLETIC RUB gives just that ex.tra touch ot 
muscular fitness which makes all the difference to your 
game, adds brilliance to your performance and 100% 
to your enjoyment. Leading experts all agree that 

YOU CAN'T BEAT REGULAR MASSAGE WITH 

* 
sup p lie d to
 
the BRITISH,
 
~~JT~tA\~\~' ........._ ......_ ......_-~.
 
and KENYA
 
OLYMPIC TEAMS
 

ELLIMAN'S was 1.1I•••••••r-=""~' 

FROM CHEMtSTS PRKE 2/3 & 6 /• 
at MELBOURNE 
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exchanged the w01!1en~s doubles, which she won last year, 
f~r the mixed doubles in partnership with M. Pitts. 

The find of the t0urnament was 14-year-olrl Betty 
Kinie.y~ a product of the Hull junior coaching ~roup 
started by M r. A. Abrahamson after his attendance at 
the Yorkshire County coaching courses. She won the 
women ~s doubles with Miss L. Hamilton. to whom she 
narrowly lost in the gir]s~ singles. 

RESULTS 
Men's Singles: Semi-finals: P. SKERRA1T beat R. Dove 

21-8. 21-15; M. SHEADER beat H. Silnpson 21-14, 
21-18. 

Final: ~HEADER beat Skerratt 21-19~ 21-19. 
Wonlen's Singles: Final: Miss F. WRIGHT beat Miss 

I.	 Hainey 21-15, 21-15. 
J\1el1's Double']: Final: SHEADER and SKERRAIT beat 

R.	 Mitton and J. Sladdin 2]-7. 21--19. 
\Voolen's Doubles: Final: Miss L~ HAMILTON and Miss 

B. KINSEY beat Mis'i M. Rhodes and Miss R. lngieson 
21-14~ 16-21. 21-19. 

Mixed Doubles: Final: M. PITfS and Miss INGLES-ON 
beat Skerratt and Miss C. Clark 14--21. 21-18. 21-14. 

Boys' Singles: Final: C. DEATON beat H, HARRIS 
21-18.2]-13. 

Girls' Singles: Final: Miss HAMILTON bent Miss 
Kinsey 21-15. 18-21~ 21-13. 

DORSET " OPEN " 
D,AVID HOUSE~ of Bath~ is finding the Dorset ., Open .. 

a happy hunt!ing ground. At Weymouth on 
November 24, he won both the men~s singles and doubles 
for the second successive year. He beat .J. Lindsay, of 
Wilts., in the singles final at 17 and 10, then p:lrtnered 
the same player to win the men~s doubles. 

House played consistently throughout and did not 
appe'ar to extend himself against Lindsay, relying on his 
brilliant defence and counter-attack to pile up the p8ints. 

C. H. Lanlbell (Devon) played well to defeat P. 
Ofield. the seeded Devon No. L to reach the s~mi-final 
where he went down to Lindsay 24-26, 21-19, 9-21. 

The men's doubles final, in which House and Lindsay 
be3.t P. Brook and M. Close, of Surrey. featured some 
fine aggressive play from both pairs and the defending 
champions were fortunate to retain their title at 21-13, 
17-21, 22-20. 

The women's singles was an all Devon affair. Joan 
Willcocks beating Joan Crosby 21-15, 21-17. after 
trailing behind in the first game. 

Mrs. Crosby, however, had the consolation of winning 
th~ women's doubles in partnership with another Devon 
player Mrs. M. Wakeley. Brook and Miss B. Landimore 
(Surrey) won the mixed doubles., while the junior single:; 
,vent to J. Woodford. of Somerset. 

Petrol restriction affected only the Welsh entry~ and 
130 contestants enjoyed a ,,"'ell organised tournament 
under first-class conditions. 

RESULTS 
Men's Sin~les: Se'mi-·finals: D. HOUSE (Somerset) bt J. 

. \Vaterhouse (Hants) 21-9. 21-4. J. LINDSAY (Wilts) bt 
C.	 H. Lambell (Devon) 26-24. 19-21, 21-9. 

Final: HOUSE bt Lindsay 21-17. 21-10, 
WOlne.~s Singles: Final: Mrs. J. WILLCOCKS (Devon) 

bt ]\1rs. J. Crosby (Devon) 21-15. 21-17. 
l\1~n's Doublei],: Final: HOUSE and LINDSAY bt P. 

Brook and M. Cl~e (Surrey) 21-13~ 17-21,22-20. 
'Vornen's Doubles: Final: l\-irs. CROSBY and Mrs. ]\tl. 

WAKELEY (Devon) bt Mrs. J. Watts and Miss L. Skidmore 
(Glos) 21-8. 2]-19. 

Mixed Doubles: Final: BROOK and Miss B. 
I,ANDIMORE (Surrey) bt P. Stannard and T\tliss J. Anstie 
(Hants) 21-14, 21-16. 

Junior Sjn~les: Final: J. WOODFORD (Somerset) bt 1\1. 
Jeffries (Somerset) 21-14. J6-21. 2J-11. 



CENTRAL LONDON
 
"OPEN"
 

TOP ranking players were tBppled from their pedestals 
in the Central London Open, revived after a year's 

break at Manor Place Baths on December 1. All titles 
changed hands, with Alan Rhodes and Diane Rowe 
carrying off the singles crowns. 

The first big shock was provided in the men's singles 
where Johnny Leach, making his first tournament ap­
pearance of the season, crashed to Alan Rhodes. Leach, 
using his new "sandwich bat" took the first ganle, and 
from that point was completely overwhelmed, Rhodes 
running out the winner by 16-21, 21-9, 21-12. 

Rhodes went on to beat L. Wise 13 and 18, then 
Tony Cornell 16 and 14 in the semi-final, and Ivor 
Jones at 13 and 12 in the final. 

Rhodes, who was been experimenting with his grip, 
showed a welcome return to form and if he can keep 
up this, will once agai11l be knorking at the door for ~ 
international honours. ' 

Meanwhile Jones reached the final w,ith wins over 
Harry V,enner, Jackie Head and K,en Craigie. Craigie 
had earlier eliminated Len Adams. 

Cornell, 'former junior international, reached the 
semi-final, via Bobbie Stev1ens, who ilil turn had ac­
counted for Derek Burridge. First round shock was 
the defeat of Surrey's Tf)n~ Miller by Fred Kershaw. 

The ma,in upset of the women's singles was reserved 
for the final where Ann Haydon lost her title to Diane 
Rowe. This was the highlight of the ,finals evening 
with Miss Rowe showing scintillating form 'to win in 
straight games 21-14, 21-15. 

In the s'emi-final Miss Rowe had beaten the Scottish 
champion, Helen EUiot 21-23, 21-16, 21-19. Miss 
Haydon's semi-final victim was Joyce Fielder, who could 
only offer token resistance after earlier having beaten 
Jean Head. 

Unbeaten Run Ends 
Yet another upset came in the girls' final where Jean 

Harrower, with her hand heavily bandaged following 
a finger sprain, suffered her first de£eat by a home 
player for a year. She went down to Shelagh Hes-sion, 
who won 10-21, 22-20, 25-23. Miss -Harrower con­
tributed to her own defeat with overdriving errors when 
twice holding match point. She appeared too anxious to 
try and force the issue. 

Leach and Venner made a surprisingly early exit in 
the doubles to Cr.aigie and Rhodes wlto iR turn nar­
rowly lost to Brian Bfumwell and Ray Dorking. The 
title eventually went to Len Adams and Derek Burt,idge. 
Leach, however, did not go away empty handed. He 
partnered Diane Rowe te> beat Venner and Miss Elliot 
21-13, 19--21, 21-14 in the mixed doubles final. 

Miss Rowe landed the treble by also winning the 
women's doubles with Miss Haydon. They beat Miss 
Elliot and Margaret Fry in a keenly ,contested final by 
17-21,25-23, 21-19. 

RESULTS 
Men's Singles: Semi-finals: I. JONES (Essex) bt K. 

Craigie (Surrey) 21-12, 21-15; A. RHODES (Middlesex)
bt T. Cornell (Essex) 21-16, 21-14. 
Final: RHOI)ES bt Jones 21-13,,21-12. 

Women's Singles: Semi-finals: Miss A. HAYDON 
(Warwickshire) bt Miss J. Fielder (Kent) 21-9, 21-5; Miss 
D. ROWE (Middlesex) bt Miss H. Elliot (Scotland) 21-23, 
21-16, 21-19. . 

Final: Miss ROW·E bt Miss Haydon 21-14, 21-15. 
Men's Doubles: Semi-finals: B. BRUMWELL and R. 

:BORKING bt Craigie and Rhodes 22-20, 21-19; L. 
_t\DAM"S and D. BURRIDGE ot R. Craydcn and K.. Shelden 
21-14, 21-17. 

Final: ADAMS and BURRIDGE bt Brumwell and Dork­
ing 21-18. 21-14. 

Women's Doubles: Senti-finals: Miss HAYDON and 
Miss ROWE bt Mrs. J. Head and Miss M. Piper 21-19, 
21-10; Miss ELLIOT and Miss M. FRY bt Miss Y. Baker 
and Miss B. Isaacs 15-21, 21-13, 21-19. 

Fina!: Miss HAYDON and Miss ROWE bt Miss Elliot 
and Miss Fry 17-21, 25-23, 21-19. 

Mixed Doubles: Semi-finals: J .LEACH and Miss ROWE 
bt Burridge and Miss Raydon 21-21, 21-23, 21-7; H. 
VENNER and Mi£s ELLIOT bt R. Raybould and Miss 
Fielder 21-16, 2]-2.

Final: LEACH and Miss ROWE bt Venner and Miss 
Elliot 21-13, 19-21, 21-14. 

Boys' Singles: Final: B. DONNELLY bt H. Molloy 
21-18, 21-12. 

Girls' Singles: Final: Miss S. HESSION bt Miss J. 
Harrower 10-21, 22-20, 25-23. 

MIDDLESEX (HERGA) 
"O·PEN" 

By LEN ADAM"S 
BARNA tables and a ten percent. increased entry 

were the main features of this season's Middlesex 
(Herga) ·'Open." Peter France, ably ,assisted by willing 
helpers, stood the strain of a fortnight's organising very 
well and had the satisfaJction of seeing two local l,eague 
players contest the men's singles final. 

Alan Rhodes playiiftg superbly when ,necessarY,swept 
all before bim to win his third open singles title in 
succession and incid,entally won the Herga for the third 
time. 

A subdued Michael Thornhill 19st his chance of a liat­
trick of singles wins w,hen after beating Ken Craigie 
he succumbed to the improving Laurie Landry who 
was, ho'wever, no match for Rhodes. Other victims 
falling to Rhodes included Len Adams (21-10, 21-11) 
and Tony Miller (21-9, 12-21, 21-6). 

@n the last month's play Rhodes is' now undoubtedly 
the best player in' the country. Selectors pleas,e l110te ! 

Di Rowe maintained her hat-trick habit, saving her 
better form for the 'finals. She had a lengthy tussle 
in the singlies semi-final with Margaret Fry, who, but 
for one of two injudicious shots, may w~ll have had 
a surprise 2-0 win. Jill Rook reached three finals, 
avenging a pr,evious defeat by Joy Fielder, but was only 
successful in the wonlen's doubles. . 

Ray D,orking shone as a doubles player and' was 
a somewhat unexpected winner in both finals. A further 
surprise calme in th@ boys' s,ingles final when after a 
tough ,fight B. Donnelly was beaten 19-21, 21-15, 
16-21 by D. Bloy. 

RESULTS 
Men's Singles: Semi-finals: A. RHODES bt L. Adams 

21--10,21-11; L. LANDR,Y bt M. Thornhiil 21-12,2]-19. 
Fin~l1: RHODES bt Landry 10-21, 21-6, 21-9. 
Women's Singles: Semi-finals: Miss D. R()WE bt l\tliss 

M. Fry 11-21, 21-18, 21-16; Miss J. R()OK bt Miss J. 
Fielder 21-13, 21-13. 

Final: Miss ROWE bt rvIiss Rook 21--18, 21--16. 
Men's Doubles: Semi-finals: R. STEVENS and R. DORK­

ING bt Adams and A. Miller 21-17, 14-21, 21-15; K.. 
. CRAIGIE and RHODES bt Thornhill and R. Raybould 
21-16, 21--16. 

Final: STEVENS and DORKING bt Craigie and Rhodes 
18-21, 21-17, 23-21. 

Women's Doubles: Final: MISS ROWE and Miss ROOK 
bt Miss Fry and Miss Fielder 21-17, 22-20. 

Mixed Doubles: ~mi-fina)s: THORNHILL and Miss 
ROOK bt Adams and M~s Fry 21~19, 21-11; DORKING 
and Miss ROWE bt Raybould and M~ss Fielder 21--16, 
20-22, 21-16. 

Final: DORKING and Miss ROWE bt Thornhill and 
Mi5s Rook 21-16, 19-21, 21-16. 

Boy~' Singles: Final: D. BLOY bt B. Donnellv 21-19, 
15-21, 21-16. . 

Twe-nty-seven 



Rowe (Middlesex). Earlier Elsie 
Carrington (Essex) put up anotherN.W. Kent "Open" sterling performance - the kind that 
has -earned her No. 1 Essex rankingBy CONRAD JASCHKE for Ithe first time ever ~ in beating 

THE last minute entry of the have seen fl"lom him this season - Betty Isaacs (Surrey) 21--15, 21-12, 
itouring Hungarian playe,rs added !the Hungarian jus1t made it 1Q----2.l, but she went down to Miss Bake:r 

furthe~ 'colour to an already strong 21-16, 24-22. Harry Venner (Surrey) 15-21, 10-21. 
entry I~ the. North West Kent O'I>.en had an ,easy qualite-r, reaching the Hungarians Beaten 
Ch:.tmp'lonshIps at Barnehu-mt Resi­ se~mi-finail via John Dawson (Kent) Honours in the men's doubles be-
dents' Club. What a pity that, for and Tony Piddock (Kent), the Kent longed to the Middlesex pair Adams/ 
once, the finals gate flopped, and the junior No. 1 doing well to reach the Burridge long before the final . . . 
world class table tennis served up was quarter-,final after defeating Jack when they knocked out the Hungarian
watched by af;ound 100 paying spec­ Carrington (Es,sex). pair Sido/Foldi 16-21, 21:-15,
tators, as 'compared with the 500 Bobby Stevens (Essex) be,came the 21-15! The,reafter they never con­
capacity gate achieved in ealch of the fourth semi-finalist, beating Ken sidered any idea of defeat, and rompedprevious 3 yoo,rs! . Beamish (Essex), Ian Redfearn home against E. Hodson/L. Landry

In the men's singles, Ferenc Sido (Middlesex), M ic:h a e 1 Macla,ren (Middlesex) and A. Miller/H. Venner
sitood head and shoulders above his (Surrey) and Eddie Hodson (Middle- (Surrey), who had defeated Ken 
opponents, and at no time was he sex). In Ithe semi-finals, Fo:ldi bea't Craigie (Surrey)/A. Rhodes. 
tI:oubled. Both Tony MoHler (Surrey) Venner and Sido. defea,ted Stevens,
and Derek Burridge (iMiddlesex) and in this game the former world In the women's doubles, Ann 
played wen agains,t him, but he got champion treated us liepea1tedly to the Haydon/Di Rowe, had a shock in the 
borne ,comfortably by 2/1-16, 21-16 h · h filist round,whelie :they met Evad hmost deHcate of ,rop-s ots W IC Koczian who had been paired withand 21-12, 21-----1116 respe'c-tively. In even the quick-footed young Essex 
the quaI:ter~nal Sido defea1ted John player could not often get back. The England and Kent junior Ann Jacobs. 
Hunt (IHert-s.) who had eliminated Len final was not very dmmairic, as it was The s,cralch combination caused many
Adams (Middlesex) by 21-18,21-19, al'ways obvious that Foldi sitood no a flutber befor'e the English No.1 pair
but w:ent down to the Hungavian · b soraped through 10-21, 21-49,hchance against IS opponent, ut 26-24.! In the other half, Joyce19-21, 14-21. La:oslo FiOldi, the other Sido's skiU, and devastating hi~tting on Fielder/Shirley Jones had a good winHungarian player, had a much more 

both wings, we,re wen wo:rth seeing. over Yvonne Baker/Bettty Isaacseventful passage to :the s'emi-finaL Hre 
did. not have things. all his own way Home Success 21-15, 21-17, but were no match 
aga'lnst up-and-coming Henry Buist In ,the wonlen's singles, Ann Haydon for the England pair in the finaL 
(Kent), whom he beart 21-17 21-18 (Warwicks) stru,ck a blow £or England Shirley Jones was again on the 
and "against Ray Dorking (Ess'ex) h~ with a clear cut sem!i-final wiin over losing side in the mixed doubles,
dliopped a game, but pulled through Eva Koczian (Hunga,ry), who was partnered by Ivor Jones (Ess,ex). They
2~24, 21---.19, 21-15. In the never in it once Ann got into her were no match for Sidof,Mi'Sls Koczian,
quarter-final, Alan Rhodes (Middlesex) stride. Pt:eviously Miss Koczian had who had scraped th~ough 21-19,
p:layed a s'torming game against the defeated Shirley Jones (Wales) 211-14, 20-22, 23-21 against Burridge/Miss
Hungarian, whos1e strong defence at 21-10, and beaten Joyrce Fielder Haydon. Despite losing,though, the 
one time looked like wihing in the (Kent) - (who had disposed of Jones/Jone'S pair were good value for
fa,ce of 'the young M'iddlesex left­ Barbara 'MiLbank (Essex) 21-15, entelitainm!en1t, as they invaria:bly are. 
hande:r's accurate hitting. However, 21-19) by 21-11, 21---.14. Jean Page
 
Foldi re'covered, and a.fter a lucky (E~s!sex) received an easy passage into Tony Piddook took -the boys'
 
break at 21-22 down in the third­ the semi-finals when Jean Head singles without loss of a ganle, While
 
when Rhodes must :have loslt his 'con­ scratched, but Yvonne Baker (Essex) Sheilagh H'ess1ion carried off the girls'
 
centrition to play the worst shot I surpassed herse'If by beating Diane title.
 

RESULTS Raybould (Essex) and Miss Fielder 21-19, 18-21, 
Men's Singles: Semi-finals: F. SIDO (Hungary) ht R. J. 21-14. 

Stevens (Essex) 21-17, 21-15; L. FOLDI (Hungary) Final: SIDO and Miss KOCZIAN bt Jones and Miss Jones 
bt H. T. Venner (Surrey) 21-17. 21-16. 21~17, 21-13. I 

Final: SIDO beat Foldi 21-12, 21-16. Boys' Singles: Semi-finals: A. PIDDOCK (Kent) ht P. 
Women's Singles: Semi-finals: Miss A. HAYDON (War­ Lancaster (Kent) 21-17, 21-20; B. DONNELLY (Mid­

wicks.) bt Miss E. Koczian (Hungary) 21-13, 21-15; dlesex) bt D. L. Bloy (Kent) 21-15, 24-22. 
Miss Y. BAKER (Essex) bt Miss J. Page (Essex) 21-18, Final: PIDDOCK bt Donnelly 21-15, 21-10.14-21, 21-10. 

Final: Miss HAYDON bt Miss Baker 21-8, 21-12. Girls' Singles: Semi-finals: Miss S. HESSION .(Essex) bt Miss 
M. Hicks (Middlesex) 21-17, 21-18; MISS A. JACOBS Men's Doubles: Semi-finals: H. T. VENNER and A. R. (Kent) bt Miss R. Goodwin (Middlesex) 21-12, 21-15. MILLER (Surrey) bt K. Craigie (Surrey) and A. Rhodes 

Final: Miss HESSION bt Miss Jacobs 21-11, 18-21,(Middlesex) 21-19, 14-21 21-18; L. G. Adams and 
21-15. 

Landry (Middlesex) 21-16, 21-18. 
Final: ADAMS and BURRIDGE bt Venner and Miller 

D. C. BURRIDGE (Middlesex) ht E. Hodson and L. 

BATH "OPE'N " RESULTS21-7, 21-19. 
Women's Doubles: Semi-finals: Miss J. FIELDER (Kent) Men's Singles: Fidal: B. MERRETT bt R. Morley 21-17,

and Miss S. JONES (Wales) bt Miss C. Freville (France) 21-19. 
and Miss L. Whittam (Surrey) 21-8, 21-15; Miss Women's Singles: Final: Miss A. BATES bt Miss S. Jones
HAYDON (Warwicks.) and Miss D. ROWE (Middlesex) 21-12, 21-14.bt Mrs. S. Beamish and Miss J. Page (Essex) 21-13, 

Men's Doubles: Final: D. HOUSE and MORLEY bt M.21-15. 
Close and A. Hill 21-10, 21-17.Final: Miss HAYDON and Miss ROWE bt Miss Fielder 

and Miss Jones 21-16, 21-14. Women's Doubles: Final: Miss JONES and Miss B. GRAY 
ht Miss V. Rowe and Miss Bates 17-21, 21-8, 21-17.Mixed Doubles: Semi-finals: SIDO and Miss KOCZIAN­

ht Burridge and Miss Haydon 21-19, 20-22, 23-21; Boys' Singles: Final: D. PARRY bt W. Northcote 21-18, 
I. W. JONES (Essex) and Miss S. JONES (Wales) bt R. 21-12. 

Twenty-eight 




